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Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree Parents and children should have the opportunity to 
have the choice of where their children are 
educated. Northumberland is now becoming 2 tier 
and this change is supportive of that

In moving forward if all school 
focus on one form entry the 
opportunity for choice in 
Bedlington will be greater.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Changing the catchment option 
gives scope and wider choice to 
parents.

Yes, I agree Wider opportunity to all

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Having met with and discussed options with the 
governing body of the school and with Council 
leaders, I am satisfied that it is the best interests of 
the pupils and school to change to primary status.

NULL Our experience of the school to 
date has been nothing but 
positive.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree To make the whole Partnership 
become two tier as it is a mixed 
economy that isn’t working due to 
High schools putting fear into 
parents about High School places 
in Yr 7.

As above- this will bring clarity if 
Meadowdale and West End 
become primaries too.

NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think it’s a good extension for children they are 
doing well in the school already so it will be a natural 
transition for them and I am happy with the school 
as it is

NULL I would like it to be a maintained 
nursery offering morning sessions 
to increase choice for people I 
think long term it’s important to 
attract younger children to the 
school to ensure numbers going 
forward.  Currently trinity offer 
morning spaces and are going to 
align with meadow dale academy 
which might stop people 
considering west end as an 
alternative school

No I have just heard that it could 
be improved

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree It works now so I have no views 
on this

No, I do not agree I think parents should have choice 
I also don’t think meadowdale 
consulted with west end and 
meadowdale should have 
considered becoming a secondary 
school which is needed in our 
area

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree For my children and with the options presented, it 
would mean they would stay within the same 
establishment with teaching staff who clearly care 
about their education, providing them with an 
environment and opportunity to grow both 
academically and as individuals. We chose this 
school as our first choice of first school for a variety 
of reasons and for them to remain here longer is a 
welcome bonus.

The extended age range is 
something which I would fully 
support.

From experience of having 
children who have access to the 
current early years provision, I can 
wholeheartedly say that the 
organisation is excellent and that I 
could not be happier.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree While strictly by catchment area 
my children should fall into a 
different school, there will always 
be some children who will fall on 
the boundaries of these areas 
and I don't think anyone should 
feel restricted as to which school 
their children should attend. I 
understand that when we make 
the applications we can request 
certain schools as preference as 
there could be a variety of factors 
to consider for a family but we 
trust the appropriate department 
within the council to take these 
into consideration while allocating 
our spaces. While there may be 
fewer spaces available, it is my 
belief that the majority will still 
end up in their preferred choice of 
school.

No, I do not agree West End and Whitley Memorial 
are long established schools with 
no known issues to date on the 
catchment area boundaries. In my 
view, just because we add 
another primary establishment 
doesn't mean we should make 
further changes which may 
unsettle some parents or make 
some people who haven't 
previously used the system think 
they need to move to have their 
choice of school. Parents or 
carers will be able to request 
Meadowdale Academy as their 
preferred choice when making 
their application for their children. 
There should be plenty of spaces 
to accommodate our children 
across our schools within the 
Bedlingtonshire area for 
boundaries to not need to be 
changed.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree School not big enough. Dont agree 
with mixed year group classes and 
loss of it suite etc. Concerns 
regarding high school admissions 
etc

NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree If anount of students is being 
reduced you want children in the 
area to get in first

No, I do not agree NULL

Governor NULL Yes, I agree Please note, I am making these comments in 
relation to both West End and Whitley Memorial First 
Schools.  I support the change in age range for both 
schools.  As time has gone on, I believe this re-
alignment has become neccessary to provide an 
integrated and seamless transition for pupils. 
Currently pupils from the schools that feed 
Meadowdale can transit smoothly to our school. The 
difficulty arises on transition to High school, where 
both Bedlingtonshire and St Benet Biscop have 
chosen to prioritise earlier entry in a way which has 
increasingly made our position as a Middle school 
unviable. In the longer term this means neither West 
End or Whitley can continue as First schools either, 
although I believe there has been a reluctance to 
recognise this fact.

I wouls hope that this transition 
can be successfully achieved, to 
the beneft of all the children in 
Bedlington. I know the school is 
highly valued in the community.

No. Not specifically. However i'd be 
concerned to ensure that between 
us the three potential Primaries in 
the partnership can ensure that 
Special Needs provision is 
properly supported and funded, 
either individually or jointly.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I think the present catchment 
areas should remain. Also see 
below.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale does not plan to 
change its catchment area. I think 
in practice it is going to be the 
decision of parents as to which of 
the three Primaries they wish to 
send their children.

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree It would be great to see many schools in Bedlington 
all working together as primary’s to cater for the 
wider community.

I feel all schools in Bedlington 
should work together for this 
change and act as one with the 
children as their main focus.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I believe because Bedlington is 
expanding the catchment areas 
should also change to cater for 
this in mind.

Yes, I agree It would be more beneficial for 
children to be working in smaller 
class sizes. All schools should 
work together.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree The school provides an exceptional environment for 
young children, extending the range will only support 
them for longer in their devlopment of education and 
life skills. The school is a great learning environemnt 
and without exceptional effort could easily tranisition 
into a primary school.

The school has experienced 
teaching staff and a strong 
inclusiion and support culture.

EYS is set up to provide the most 
out of a young childs time in 
school. The school has great 
experience in this area.

Support for children and parents 
is fantastic. Funding is well 
allocated and progress of pupils is 
evident.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Complexity and parent anxiety 
would be results of changing the 
catchment areas.

No, I do not agree Siblings could end up being split 
up and this cause stress for 
parents in the area.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think it makes it so much easier 
for parents and the children 
specially ones with multiple 
children.....like me I have a 7 year 
old who's in year 2 and I have a 3 
year old that's starting nursery in 
September.....my oldest cant go to 
meadowdale because I cant be in 
2 places at once because I cant 
drive and feel my oldest will be far 
to young to get to school on her 
own therefore 1 of them will either 
be late everyday or be late getting 
picked up.....my daughter loves 
Whitley and would love for her to 
stay past year 4 with all her friends 
and lovely teachers....I think 
extending the school will make it 
even better than it already is

I feel it would benefit alot of 
parents extending the age 
range.....

Lovely lovely teaching staff they 
helped my oldest alot with her 
talking and has come on leaps 
and bounds since being at the 
Whitley

My daughter wears a hearing aid 
and the Whitley have  been 
amazing at making sure she hear 
ok in the classroom and gets lots 
of extra help....like speech therapy 
etc shes loves it and has just 
bloomed at this school shes like a 
different child.....I couldnt thank 
them enough

Yes, I agree I just think adding more areas 
would mean less spaces for 
children in the area

No, I do not agree I think of children are at 
meadowdale then why move 
them....they will be settled and 
have had made friends I think it 
would cause alot of upset on the 
chilrends part

Governor NULL Yes, I agree Bedlington West End First School currently provides 
a demonstrated success in the education of young 
children in the area. The latest Offsted report fully 
supports this with a ‘Good’ rating and some 
exceptional comments around the ethos and 
structure of the school. Reading is a strength of the 
school and  The school has experienced staff with 
many years of experience combined with newer 
qualified staff to provide a balanced view of 
education teaching styles and processes to ensure 
the children are given the best education possible. 
Staff stability and experience is used to train and 
develop newly appointed staff. Bedlington West End 
will be able to provide the appropriate curriculum to 
meet the needs of the extended school age range 
and will be able to ensure that the children are set 
up well for high school.  The EY partnership is 
working very well with West End First School 
demonstrating the good relationships that the staff 
build for the greater good of the children in the area.  
Bedlington West End First school is an inclusive 
school with no exclusions for a significant number of 
years now demonstrating the focus on good 
behaviour and supporting those with behavioural 
issues at an early stage. Reports show that SEN 
children make good progress at Bedlington West 
End First School and funding is effectively utilised.  
Inclusion is a key principle in the school and poverty 
proofing has ensured that the school supports the 
needs of the community. Creativeness is visible 
around the school and resourcefulness in utilisation 
of space is also a strength. The school is also not 
afraid to   seek out relevant expertise when required. 
Collaboration with parents is exceptional. Parents 
are invited into the school regularly for events and 
their opinions are heard and acted upon.  Bedlington 
West End PTFA is a strength in the community; they 
are passionate and committed and have supported 
the school well. The school has a big presence in 
the community, regularly supporting local events and 
the headteacher is a driving force in the partnership.  
The new facilities that would be created to 
accommodate the extended age range would also 
bring benefits for the existing children in the school. 
The school currently provides a good transition 
through partner schools which will help support 
children to get ready for high school.   The school 
has a proven track record of good financial 
management and a good reputation with 
accountants.  An additional benefit of the school, as 
pointed out by the last OFSTED inspection was the 
strength of the governing body at West West End 
First School in supporting and challenging the 
strategic direction of the school.

Extending the age range will offer 
more children the benefits of West 
End First School for a greater 
period of their school life, further 
enhancing their education and 
happiness.

Early Years could be extended to 
3 year olds, this would mirror 
other schools with a maintained 
nursery and would also streamline 
the administration duties involved. 
There are flexible 30 hours 
provision currently, which meets 
the needs of the parents and 
supports the children's 
development. The nursey has 
been supported by the minister to 
celebrate good practice and the 
nursey is seen as  one of 
prototypes in NCC. Alot of work 
has been put into EYS and getting 
it to such a high standard.

Reports show that SEN children 
make good progress at 
Bedlington West End First School 
and funding is effectively utilised.  
The SEN register is small due to 
quality wave 1 teaching and 
support provided to the children 
through an inclusive environment. 
SEN support has a good 
reputation with parents of children 
with SEND and outside agencies. 
The school is open to the idea of 
an ASD unit with provision 
alongside mainstream. This would 
be a positive asset for the 
community and due to the 
inclusivity of the school it would 
have a positive impact on the 
school and the individuals.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree The catchment area should 
remain as it is as siblings could 
be in different schools and it will 
cause parents anxiety in making 
decisions around schools. It will 
have a negative impact on 
community cohesion and create a 
feeling of inequality.

No, I do not agree No, reasons as above.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I do agree as it seems to be they 
way forward. I am concerned we 
do not have facilities of a middle 
school e.g. sports, science labs, 
canteen. I am concerned my child 
will be a guinea pig in the new 
change.  I am concerned that you 
will have quality teaching staff to 
prepare them for high school. I am 
hoping they will be treat in a more 
grown up manner like at middle 
school to prepare them for high 
school and also have options of 
making their way to and from 
school themselves likectheyceould 
at middle school.

If it is equiped as well as a middle 
school then no.  Otherwise I do 
worry they will not be prepared for 
high school. I hope the quality if 
teachers is good as I would like 
my son to go into good sets at 
high school.

NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL Yes, I agree NULL

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree As I think that the pupils in that school have the right 
to stay there and be educated now that there is not 
going to be a middle school for them to go to. It 
makes the school vulnerable if not as there would be 
no feeder school to go to at the end of year 4.

NULL I think the EYFS at West End is a 
good provision.

Pupils with SEND are excellently 
supported at West End and it is a 
strength of the school.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree As this could then affect other 
schools in this system too if they 
changed catchments.

No, I do not agree As the catchment areas have 
always worked with the way they 
are to start with. There are surplus 
places to start with so this would 
be affected even more if the 
catchment areas were changed.

Member of West End  First Staff NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree Would bring the school in line with 
others in the area, including the 
feederschools.

Need to review staffing hours for 
increased work load.

NULL NULL Yes, I agree Catchment area children should 
be given priority, therefore 
catchments area should stay in 
place to allow local children first 
choice.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale becoming a primary 
should not be allowed impact on 
numbers for existing schools. 
Meadowdale became a academy 
by choice for middle schoolage 
children, them becoming a 
primary should not be allowed to 
impact on numbers for other 
schools. Our staffing hours should 
not be reduced to accomodate 
their chance to primary.

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL Yes, I agree NULL
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Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree West End is a fantastic school and it should be given 
every opportunity to flourish and continue its 
excellent work.

I think it benefits the children to 
stay in the same school for as 
long as possible as the teachers 
know the children from an early 
age which is proven to be 
beneficial for their learning long - 
term.

As I understand, Early Years 
provision is brilliant and very 
nurturing. The new building is a 
perfect site for them setting them 
up ready to go into reception.

I think SEN kids should continue 
to be supported exactly as they 
currently are. More resources 
from the council would benefit 
them.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree It doesn't need to change. NULL NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I worry the school is not 
adequately sized or equipped to 
accommodate the extra children 
without the existing years missing 
out.  I also have concerns over the 
transition from first school straight 
into high school.  I prefer the three 
tier system and want my child to 
have exposure to the facilities on 
offer at Meadowdale.  Science 
laboratory’s, changing rooms, 
mixing with children from other first 
schools, participating in school 
teams etc.

I worry the school is not 
adequately sized or equipped to 
accommodate the extra children 
without the existing years missing 
out.  I also have concerns over the 
transition from first school straight 
into high school.  I prefer the three 
tier system and want my child to 
have exposure to the facilities on 
offer at Meadowdale.  Science 
laboratory’s, changing rooms, 
mixing with children from other 
first schools, participating in 
school teams etc.

NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL Yes, I agree If the proposed/planned change 
goes ahead then the catchment 
areas need to be reviewed

Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree Parents should have a free choice 
to decide which school to attend.

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree I believe that the school has an excellent ethos and 
should be permitted to offer the full primary age 
range alongside the other schools operating in 
Bedlington. I think they would be at a disadvantage 
in Bedlington if they were refused this extension of 
age range.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree To allow all schools to provide for 
the children of Bedlington.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Continuity of education and care NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I would like my child to be able to 
stay at West End even though 
this is not my catchment area.

No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree my daughter is currently in year 2 and I do not want 
to have to send her somewhere for 2 years until high 
school age - I would far rather her stay at West End 
until high school for consistency and continuance of 
standard of teaching and nurturing

I would like the catchment areas 
to remain the same so my 
younger daughter falls under West 
End to enrol in reception in Sept 
2020

no no Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree NULL no NULL NULL Yes, I agree so my youngest daughter falls 
under West End's catchment to 
enrol Sept 2020 into reception

No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree We write this answer as teachers ( Secondary 
school ) and as a parents.   We FULLY support the 
extension of the age  range to become a 4-11 years 
primary school.   Our mains reasons are:  a) Our 
children receive an excellent education in this very 
well managed school.  b)  We are keen to see the 
continuity of their education in West End, even more 
so with its recent Good judgement from OFSTED 
and are continually impressed with Mrs Bushell and 
her team's innovative efforts to provide a stimulating 
and nurturing environment for her pupils. Our 
children have gone from strength to strength at West 
End School and we do not see any valid reason for 
this to be stopped or impeded.

As a teacher myself who has 
worked in several academies, I 
can say from experience that big 
schools usually  fail.  This has 
certainly been the case in many 
schools in Newcastle where I 
have worked.  This is normally 
due to failed mergers and the 
running of academies as business 
(they are usually listed on the  
Companies House websites) who 
are more concerned with high 
numbers on their PAN to ensure 
more funding.  Funding which is 
not monitored effectively since 
they are no longer under LEA 
control.  As a result of this, 
schools risk becoming 'exam 
factories' and 'data machines' 
rather than places of learning.  
West End's appeal is that is small 
enough to provide a personalised 
learning environment for each and 
every child.  After having visited 
the school many times, it is clear 
that Mrs Bushell and her team 
know every child and have an 
overview of what they want to 
achieve as an organisation.  This 
is rare nowadays.  As  a teacher 
with 17 years' experience I know 
that this is definitely the case.

The Early Years Provision is 
excellent.  Our son attends Apple 
Class in the nursery provision and 
is very happy there.  The staff are 
experienced, nurturing and 
provide an  excellent educational 
experience for him.  We are truly 
delighted with everything the staff 
have done for our two children.

1:1 tuition from teaching 
assistants and use intervention 
groups.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I write this as a teacher ( 
Secondary school) and a parent.   
I fully support the extension of the 
age

NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I believe the catchment area 
should be, if possible, expanded 
so that other parents can gain 
from this excellent school and 
that their choices for their children 
are not restricted by their 
postcode/house price.

No, I do not agree No absolutely not.  Meadowdale 
has no experience whatsoever as 
a primary school and it is 
vainglorious of it as an 
organisation to assume that they 
can manage the transition into 
one so easily.  To assume that the 
DFE will automatically grant 
primary status to Meadowdale is 
presumptuous and naïve.

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree I believe this extension would be beneficial for the 
following reasons:-  The children would only need to 
make one move at year 6, rather than at year 4, 
which would be followed by another move. This 
continuity would have a positive impact on their 
outcomes in KS2 SATS. We could provide continuity 
of education for the children, which is based on good 
knowledge of the children, their needs and their 
families. Poverty Proofing ensures that educational 
experiences are accessible for all and meets the 
needs of the community. West End is a well 
established community school, with over 100 years 
existence. many parents attended the school and 
seek the same experiences for their children. 
Parents are generally passionate about the school, 
as their surveys show. The children are happy and 
content in school, as their surveys show. The school 
is well respected in the community. It has an open 
door approach and is always seeking ways to work 
closely with the parents in order to best support the 
education of the children. It has many links with the 
community. OFSTED have consistently rated the 
school good or outstanding, which demonstrates the 
high quality of teaching and learning in the school. 
The school has a proven track record of good 
provision, which is evident in progress and the 
outcomes for children. This is evidenced at the end 
of EYFS and KS1 data, as well as the OFSTED 
reports. Staff are passionate,creative and open-
minded. They have a 'yes I can' philosophy and are 
excited about the opportunities the addition of year 5 
and 6 would bring, ensuring that the children are 
ready for their next stage of education on entering 
High School. The school focus on Growth Mindset 
means that the children develop a positive attitude to 
learning and understand how they learn.  This would 
form the basis for supporting the year 5 and 6 
children.  In addition to this key members of the 
Leadership Team have experience in their role 
within a Primary School and members of the 
teaching staff have taught in upper KS2. This bank 
of staff experience would support the change.

I agree with the extension of the 
age range from 4-11 but would 
rather the age-range was 
extended to 3-11. We have a 
Nursery, which is run under 
Community Powers, however I 
feel that it would be more logical 
to run this as a maintained 
Nursery. This would have a 
positive impact on the 
administration of this.  We 
appreciate that the building is a 
concern and would require some 
investment. This would be an 
opportunity to develop the site to 
house the older children, but 
would also have a positive impact 
on provision for the other year 
groups. Staff are creative and 
would be able to work creatively 
around any building work.

The Government have invested 
heavily in the Early Years. The 
provision of the new million pound 
build on the site has enabled us to 
work in close partnership with 
West End Pre-School and Trinity 
Youth in order to provide flexible 
Early Years Education for 
children. This includes flexible 30 
hours provision, as well as part 
time places. This is done within 
one setting and provides parents 
in the community with flexibility. 
Nursery provision in West End is 
of a high quality and is teacher 
led. The EY staff are also 
supporting the development of 
provision in the Pre-School. The 
collaborative working with other 
Early Years settings has resulted 
in the West Bedlington Early 
Years Partnership. This has been 
held as a good example of 
partnership working and has been 
visited by numerous people. 
OFSTED cited that it was 
innovative and exciting. The last 
report in February 2019 stated 
that the Early Years was a 
strength of the school.

Children with SEND are well 
supported and make good 
progress. This was identified in a 
mock SEN inspection by Christine 
Inkster. Children are identified 
early and provision put in place. 
The school has a good reputation 
with outside agencies, as 
delivering good provision for 
children with SEND. The school 
has a relatively low number on the 
SEND list. This is due to the 
experienced staff, who are able to 
provide high quality Wave 1 
teaching. They know individual 
children well and are able to 
provide strategies to support 
those children who need 
additional to wave 1. Highly 
trained level 3 Teaching 
Assistants deliver targeted and 
measurable interventions at Wave 
2 to support children.  We have 
an inclusive approach for all 
children. The nurturing ethos has 
meant that there have been no 
exclusions for a long time. The 
well trained inclusion mentor 
actively supports those children 
experiencing difficulties alongside 
the teaching staff. We have had a 
number of children with ASD pass 
through the school with targeted 
support. As a school we would be 
open to the possibilities of 
supporting ASD children within 
the mainstream setting.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I believe that the catchment 
should remain the same for the 
following reason:- The catchment 
areas are well established and 
understood by the parents. To 
alter them would cause confusion 
for the parents.

No, I do not agree I believe that the catchment area 
should remain the same:- This 
allows a natural settling across the 
schools over time. To create 
separate catchment areas would 
be divisive for the community as a 
whole. There would be a feeling of 
one school having access to 
better provision in terms of site, 
building etc. This would also allow 
an element of parental choice of 
which school to send their child to 
and the choice between the 
different ethos of schools. In some 
instances it could lead to siblings 
being in different schools. With the 
opportunities for building to the 
west. This could lead to one 
school being over-subscribed in 
the future.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree The school and its site just aren't 
big enough to accommodate the 
older children

NULL NULL I have not had any personal 
experience but speaking with 
friends and other parents there 
experience and support does not 
seem to be very good at all.

Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My girls live this school & I would 
be very happy them staying here 
for another couple years. Plus it 
makes sense all the schools 
following a 2 tear rather than some 
schools doing one thing & some 
doing another!

I hope If they do extend the age 
gap , they spend some money on 
the school and adding more class 
room space , like styles as Iv seen 
this in other schools in Bedlington 
& think we would benefit from this 
& not squeezing extra years in the 
original building....as this has been 
mentioned! Maybe a nice static 
class room where it can be made 
into a multi purpose room , library 
science lab, music room. Which 
will then free those Rooms to use 
as extra classrooms.

Early years is great at this school , 
it’s the best part of the school.

Extra staff , trained in special 
needs & have specialised area 
which would cater for children with 
different special needs.

Yes, I agree Whitley , stead lane & Bedlington 
station  are nice spread out ! 
Meadow dale , st bedes & 
westend are a lot closer ..but 
there has been lots of new 
housing estate built at the top end 
that I think would accommodate 
those 3 schools.   It will be once it 
comes to secondary that 
Bedlington will struggle in my 
opinion!

No, I do not agree reguardless of where people live 
in Bedlington they will pick there 
school , I wasn’t in the catchment 
area when I put my children in this 
school.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree It is natural progression for the 
school to become primary, in line 
with all the other school in 
Bedlington. The school has a very 
good reputation for being a caring, 
all inclusive school which serves 
the community really well.  The 
staff at the school are very 
experienced and the school's role 
as a First school is well 
established and set up.

As there is a reduction in birth rate 
in Bedlington, the school is 
already beginning to have a fall in 
numbers. Extension of the school 
to Year 6 will help to address this. 
However, this will be counteracted 
by Meadowdale becoming primary 
as now the reducing numbers will 
have to be shared between three 
schools which will result in 
redundancies for the two well 
established Whitley and West End 
schools.

A new EYFS unit was built in 
2015 to provide a unit based 
approach which has been very 
successfully, led by a highly 
experienced key stage leader/ 
member of SLT. Resources in this 
area are constantly being 
reassessed and improved 
appropriately, keeping up with 
current educational pedagogy for 
children of this age. The unit is 
well established and praised by all 
stake holders, including OFSTED

The SENDCO is very experience 
and has national qualifications. 
She works tirelessly to constantly 
update and further improve 
provisions for the children. She 
has effective communication with 
all the relevant services. The 
Thrive approach has been 
introduced.Special needs are 
dealt with in a professional and up 
to date manner.

No, I do not agree If the areas stay the same, what 
catchment area will Meadowdale 
get? If they keep their current 
catchment, they have twice as 
much as the others two schools. 
ALL THE SCHOOLS SHOULD 
HAVE THE SAME CATCHMENT 
AREA.

No, I do not agree If the areas stay the same, what 
catchment area will Meadowdale 
get? If they keep their current 
catchment, they have twice as 
much as the others two schools. 
ALL THE SCHOOLS SHOULD 
HAVE THE SAME CATCHMENT 
AREA.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree With Meadowdale and Whitley requesting to become 
a Primary, by the time my daughter got to yr 4 there 
would be no where to go until Seconday school. I 
don't want her to go from First to Primary then to 
Secondary. I like West End and I am happy with the 
school and good Ofsted

Concern for parking and space 
onsite for West End

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Meadowdale is changing and there's no other place 
to go locally.   West End is a good school and it 
should be priority to be providing primary education.

West End needs more space.   
Time to  build partnerships with st 
bedes to share the field.   Need to 
create classroom space without 
losing any yard space (two floor 
buildings?)  West End does need 
after school activities, dont think 
they do hardly anything compared 
to other local schools.   
Connection with trinity is limiting, 
why not have a real breakfast 
club? (Some schools say its £1 for 
the whole hour and half that for 
less). West End need that just like 
its peers has.  Teachers are so 
good at West end, hope none are 
restructured out

Don't use up West End space for 
the school partnership, West End 
need it more than the others do. Is 
there a way West End can provide 
education younger?   The nursery 
building is impressive but is now 
the time West End needs to claim 
it for its own since other schools 
are MUCH bigger

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree They cant. Meadowdale is right in 
the middle of West end 
catchment, need to split them 
somehow

Yes, I agree Think Whitley stays the same as 
is West End who has a new 
school in.its area  Really hope 
preference.is given to West End 
and Whitley before Meadowdale

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Theres no middle school now so they have to be a 
primary

Needs a lot of money to make it 
the right size. The kids don't have 
much space to play outside as is 
so that Surely cant be cut in size 
mind

It's good and should keep going Any struggling little ones need the 
funding for 121 support, for them 
and to be sure teachers time isn't 
taken away from others

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree They cant be when Meadowdale 
is in middle of West End area 
otherwise what would 
Meadowdale catchment be?

Yes, I agree Like I said before

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree My child currently attends Whitley 
Memorial and at times already 
they do not have enough space to 
accommodate the children they 
have. My son has often had to sit 
in a ‘corridor’ during assembly due 
to lack of space for all the children. 
An increase in age range would 
need more classrooms are 
required and also the older 
children need more space eg 
slightly bigger furniture.  The 
current YR 4 s also have to go 
offsite for the sports/PE lessons as 
the hall is not large enough.

As per above answer - The school 
would have room on the land they 
have for expansion but that would 
mean less out door space for the 
children for sports and breaks.

The current organisation of the 
nursery and reception giving 
children more freedom of choice 
and a wider use of the outdoor 
space is great but I feel the 
transition to YR 1 is then quite 
difficult.

Again in comes down to the size 
of the actual building and site. 
They do not have any ‘spare’ 
classrooms where interventions 
for children who could benefit from 
them could be held.

No, I do not agree I think for all Primary schools in 
the area the catchment areas and 
number of classes / pupils should 
be looked at

Yes, I agree Yes this possibly would be the 
best way to ensure that as parents 
we have the choice as to which 
school best suits our child. This 
would also solve the problem of 
both Whitley and West end having 
quite small sites. If catchment 
areas where changed it would be 
less likely for a school to be 
oversubscribed therefore giving 
our children a class size that 
would benefit them
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Resident/Member of the community NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL
Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree West End does not have enough space to become a 

primary and provide Y5 and 6 with the educational 
experiences they need prior to moving into High 
School at Y7. I would be concerned about the lack of 
sports and changing facilities particularly for upper 
key stage 2. There is no field or green space on 
which to play or develop team games. The building 
is an old one which lacks any additional land on 
which to expand.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL Yes, I agree NULL

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree With Meadowdale Academy and Whitley Memorial 
changing, it makes sense to do the same.

No No No NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I think there should an initial close 
catchment area but parents 
should also have an option to 
send their children to which 
school they would like

Yes, I agree With the new housing in and 
around Bedlington there will be 
enough pupil intake to 
accommodate three Primary 
Schools

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree As there is now no Secondary 
school it makes sense that Whitley 
Memorial should change to a 
Primary School in order for there 
to be less disruption to the 
children.

NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree Not enough room NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree 3 schools in the area Yes, I agree Only fair
Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree An excellent school that should be extended to 

provide same standard to wider age range
Family orientated school with 
extraordinary pastoral care 
throughout the school would be 
extended to a wider age range 
prior to secondary stage.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I do not believe in catchment 
areas. Parents should have 
freedom of choice to educate 
their children at the school of their 
choice

No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I am deeply concerned about the 
mis-information we received at the 
school presentation and the 
timescale of the changes occurring 
in Bedlington. As parents we were 
led to believe that Meadowdale 
would only be taking children in 
from nursery and years 5 and 6 
and then the additional years 
would follow.  After attending 
presentations regarding the move 
of Trinity Pre-School to the 
Meadowdale Academy it became 
apparent that the intake in 2020 
will be into every year group. This 
misinformation has led to extreme 
concern for the future of both the 
current first schools as the 
numbers in both could drastically 
decrease. If parents in our school 
choose to move their children 
early from the school and into 
Meadowdale Academy from year 4 
in 2020 this could have a serious 
impact on the class dynamics, 
academic achievement due to 
depleted peer groups as well as 
less income for the school and 
extra curricula activities.  I am not 
against the changing of the 
provision to a primary school as 
the current changes in the town 
were always leading the 
educational provision this way. It is 
the forced timescale that is 
concerning and the fact that the 
secondary schools do not have 
enough places to accommodate 
the current children in the town. It 
would have been more beneficial 
for the council to have looked to 
provide another option of a state 
run secondary school within the 
catchment area.

I am concerned about the 
changes to the intake of the 
school to a 1.5 form as this will 
involve children being taught in 
mixed age ranges.   I also have 
concerns with regards to the 
teaching ability and provision of 
class space to allow the teaching 
of years 5 and 6. The provision at 
the current middle school soon to 
be primary out ways what our 
current school can offer. To 
accommodate the extra classes 
we will have to lose dedicated IT 
and creative spaces to enable 
children to remain in the current 
school. It would be useful if the 
parents were given more 
information on how the schools 
can offer the best facilities for the 
children on the current and future 
budget.   The size of our school 
currently could be restrictive for 
children who are of age 10+ as its 
key role was to provide provision 
for those of first school age. The 
solution should be an extension of 
the current school but the 
timescale and lack of funding 
makes this unlikely.

I believe that the early years 
provision is currently of a good 
standard, it could be improved in 
some aspects. The nursery and 
reception has changed in recent 
years and I feel that there could 
be more promotion of learning 
through play aided by making 
changes to the reception and 
nursery outdoor areas which are 
currently lacking the facilities to do 
this.   I feel that the children aren't 
making enough progress in years 
subsequent to the nursery and 
reception and those showing 
higher levels of attainment are 
held back when they should be 
supported to achieve more.

I feel that the current SEND 
provision in the school does an 
exceptional job. I do feel that the 
teacher in charge of this provision 
would be better placed as an 
addition to the school and not 
expected to do two roles.   The 
amount of time required to do this 
role adequately results in a lot of 
time spent out of the classroom. 
This is very disruptive to the class 
the teacher is responsible for.

No, I do not agree I think the catchment area should 
be for the whole town as the new 
Meadowdale Academy will be.

No, I do not agree I believe we should remain open 
to all to ensure our intake remains 
at a good level to support the 
funding of the whole school.

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree West End First School has a long and successful 
history of providing high quality education to the 
children of Bedlington. Many families have been 
taught here over a number of generations, putting us 
at the heart of the community. Whilst regretting the 
situation which has led to this consultation taking 
place I feel that West End is best placed to offer high 
quality primary provision for the children of 
Bedlington. All of our staff are experienced primary 
practitioners who are passionate about providing the 
very best for our children. We have recently been 
praised by Ofsted (February 2019) for our high 
academic standards, our creative and forward 
thinking curriculum, our high quality teaching and 
our excellent pastoral care. Parents and pupils tell 
us that our school is happy, safe and welcoming and 
that they are confident that we provide the very best 
of education and care. The staff and governors are 
excited about the prospect of extending our 
recognised good practice to include Years 5 and 6 
as we believe we can offer an excellent upper Key 
Stage 2 curriculum and experience and ensure that 
the children are secondary ready.

We have tried in the past, with 
Meadowdale and Whitley 
Memorial,  to find a solution to the 
issues raised by the policy of the 
high schools of encouraging 
parents to move their children 
from Meadowdale Academy in 
Year 7, but to no avail. This was 
not through lack of will but through 
lack of ability, notably funding for 
any renovations and building work 
which we knew would be required. 
This consultation gives us an 
opportunity to expand our site to 
provide for all of the children, 
something which we are keen to 
do so that the children at West 
End have access to space and 
resources equivalent to their 
peers in newer or more accessible 
or highly resourced sites. We 
know there will be challenges 
ahead in developing our 
curriculum and working in a new 
site, but we know from experience 
that this is a challenge we will be 
able to tackle successfully; our 
Ofsted inspection actually praised 
the staff for maintaining their focus 
on the children's education and 
well being despite the issues the 
recent events regarding the 
changes in the educational 
landscape in Bedlington have 
caused. We believe that this 
proposed change is an exciting 
opportunity to use our skills and 
expertise to support children  up 
to age 11 to have the best 
possible start. Whilst 
understanding that the reason for 
the proposed reduction in our 
PAN to 45 is because of the falling 
birth rate I do not believe that any 
further reduction of this PAN 
would be in the best interests of 
the children as it would inevitably 
lead to  job losses and the loss of 
excellent teachers and support 
staff to the area. should this 
happen through natural means, i.
e. the birth rate falls further, this 
would be a situation which would 
have to be dealt with at the time, 
but currently there is still a need 
for at least one and half from entry 
at West End for the next few 
years. Our preference, of course, 
would be to maintain our two form 
entry if that would be at all 
possible, but at least a reduction 
to 1.5 form entry would allow us to 
maintain our current staffing in the 
meantime with no requirement for 
redundancies during the transition 
to primary or in the following two 
years.

We are proud of the Early Years 
partnership we have developed 
with West End Pre-school and 
Trinity out of school association to 
provide a flexible offer to parents 
of 3 and 4 year olds in the DfE 
funded new nursery building. Our 
partnership has been praised  as 
innovative and a model of good 
practice and has been brought to 
the attention of ministers. We are 
very concerned that the early 
years setting which Meadowdale 
plans to open by working 
alongside Trinity pre-school will 
put our partnership at risk by 
taking a number of children out of 
the provision (currently Trinity pre-
school share some thirty hours 
children with us), meaning that the 
government's £1,000,000 
investment in our site would be at 
risk.  In our original request for a 
consultation we asked for the 
proposal to be that the age-range 
be extended to a maintained 3 - 
11 provision; this would mean that 
our current community powers 
funded nursery would be 
maintained. This would put West 
End on an equal footing with all of 
the other Bedlington schools and 
would mean a significant 
reduction in administration, which 
would only be of benefit to the 
effective running of financial 
systems and more particularly 
child protection and safeguarding 
systems and records which 
currently cannot be held 
electronically because the children 
are not registered on the SIMs 
system.

We are already providing a high 
quality special needs service to 
those children deemed to have 
SEND in our school and have an 
excellent reputation with parents 
and outside agencies. Our staff 
are well trained and experienced 
in meeting the needs of children 
with additional needs and SEND. 
Our first priority is to provide high 
quality teaching for the children in 
our school, whatever their needs, 
however, should any new build 
allow the capacity for an 
additional unit to support children 
alongside mainstream with some 
integration, we would be happy to 
enter into discussions with NCC 
about how we might be able to 
provide this.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I would be concerned should 
there be any change to the 
catchment areas of either school. 
The falling birth rate in Bedlington 
is already impacting on pupil 
numbers in school, and having a 
detrimental effect on school 
budgets. Should there be any 
change to catchment areas, both 
schools could be negatively 
impacted, resulting in staff 
redundancies (an additional cost 
which could not be afforded from 
school budgets) and, more 
importantly, a reduction in the 
quality of the education the 
schools could provide. A change 
in catchment areas could also 
cause difficulties for parents who 
may end up with children in 
different primary schools as a 
result.

No, I do not agree In addition to the reasons given 
above, I think it would set a 
dangerous precedent to allow a 
school with no proven record of 
success, or indeed of experience, 
of teaching Early Years or Key 
Stage 1, to be given a cohort of 
children. This would seriously risk 
their chances of a good start to 
their education, which would 
ultimately impact their life 
chances. I am also concerned that 
the drawing up of new catchment 
areas could be divisive in the 
community, particularly if this 
should be drawn along lines of 
social housing and privately 
owned housing. This would lead 
to a divided community which 
would be dangerous for the 
stability of the area.
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Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree Dear Sir/Madam, On behalf of the staff of West End 
First school I would like to respond to the 
consultation document produced by Northumberland 
County Council regarding the proposed change of 
status of the school from a 4 – 9 first school to a 4 – 
11 year primary school.   The staff of West End First 
School is in complete agreement with this proposal. 
The main reasons for our answer are: The situation 
in the mini-partnership of West End and Whitley 
Memorial First Schools and Meadowdale Academy 
has become increasingly unstable over recent years, 
with Meadowdale under threat because of the 
changes to admission arrangements made by St. 
Benet Biscops and Bedlingtonshire High schools. As 
Meadowdale intends to become a primary school as 
of September 2020 this leaves a situation in which 
children would have no clear path into Years 5 and 6 
without changes to the status of both first schools. 
We understand that the reason for the consultation 
proposing a change in our pupil admission number 
from 60 to 45 is in response to the falling birth rate in 
Bedlington. Whilst we are concerned that this will be 
difficult to manage in the future because of the 
likelihood of having mixed-age classes, we know 
that this is a challenge that we could overcome. We 
have taught children in mixed age classes in the 
recent past and have managed the situation well, 
both from the point of view of curriculum provision 
and of parental concerns. Whilst we would prefer to 
remain a two form entry school, as we believe this 
gives the best educational provision, a change to a 
one and a half form entry school would allow us to 
retain our current high quality staff and give the 
option, should the birth rate increase again, to return 
to two form entry in the future. We are concerned 
that a change to a one form entry would have a 
detrimental effect on staffing, meaning that our 
highly experienced and committed staff would be at 
risk and may ultimately be lost to Bedlington and its 
children. We believe that to change West End First 
School from a first to primary school is absolutely 
the best decision   for the children of Bedlington. We 
have a proven record over many years of providing 
high quality education, support and care for the 
children of West Bedlington. We are at the centre of 
our community and are proactive in developing our 
own offer and leading others to ensure our children 
have the best opportunities. Our relationships with 
parents and local families are long established and 
we have an excellent reputation for being a 
supportive and positive environment. We believe our 
skills and qualities make us  best placed to provide 
high quality and continuous primary education for 
the children of Bedlington.  We are concerned that 
the risk to the education of any child attending an 
unproven and inexperienced setting is untenable 
and that the stability and experience we offer is an 
asset to the area. Should the worst happen and one 
of the schools become unviable it is vital that there is 
still high quality provision in the area in which 
children can be educated should their setting fail. 
We believe that we would be the best option in that 
situation.

West End First School has an 
excellent record of academic 
achievement and progress which 
we would be keen to extend to 
include Years 5 and 6. We believe 
that the continuity of provision in 
our nurturing environment would 
enable children to achieve to their 
very best potential, without the 
disruption of a change of school 
during Key Stage 2. We believe 
that becoming a primary school 
would allow us to provide high 
quality primary learning 
experiences, delivered through 
our creative curriculum, something 
for which we have been praised 
by Ofsted and which is popular 
with pupils and parents. We would 
continue to deliver the curriculum 
through topic based learning, 
which we know engages and 
motivates children, and would 
maintain our focus on developing 
children’s reading as a priority, 
something which is more 
manageable under a primary 
system. All of our teaching and 
support staff are primary trained 
and we share a wealth of 
experience in working in both 
primary and middle school 
settings, with some staff having 
recent experience teaching in 
Years 5 and 6.  Members of our 
leadership team have experience 
of working in primary school 
settings, including working in a 
first school during its transition to 
primary. Awareness of the 
problems and pitfalls of such a 
change is vital in ensuring that 
transition is as smooth as possible 
and that the children continue to 
receive the highest standards of 
provision. As a staff we are 
excited about the prospect of 
extending our proven good 
practice into upper Key Stage 2. 
We appreciate that there are 
challenges ahead, but we are 
used to overcoming barriers, both 
in teaching and learning and in 
more logistical matters, such as 
management of space. In our 
most recent Ofsted inspection 
(February 2019) the staff was 
praised for maintaining its focus 
on providing high quality teaching 
and learning whilst the changes in 
the educational economy of 
Bedlington were on-going.  Ofsted 
also praised us for our teamwork, 
a  strength we are all confident will 
help us to make a successful 
transition from first to primary 
school status. We pride ourselves 
on our flexibility and commitment 
to maintaining high standards in 
the face of challenges, as was the 
case during the long term building 
work and subsequent movement 
into our new nursery building 
alongside our private partners. We 
have an established staff who are 
committed to the school and who 
are continually seeking to improve 
provision for the children to 
ensure that every child reaches 
his or her potential. Many of our 
teaching and support staff have 
been at West End for many years, 
providing a strong basis on which 
to build and change in line with 
the changing needs of the 
community. New staff bring new 
ideas and experience which 
enhance our provision whilst 
maintaining our focus on high 
quality teaching and learning. 
Another strength of having an 
established and experienced staff 
is that we have developed 
relationships with parents, carers 
and the wider community over a 
number of years. We believe that 
extending our age range can only 
be beneficial to children and their 
families as we will be able to 
continue offering support and care 
throughout the Key Stage 2 phase 
and in preparation for secondary 
education. This is particularly vital 
to those children and families 
facing challenging circumstances 
and those who may be vulnerable. 
Parents, carers and professionals 
from other agencies state that our 
nurturing environment is a great 
strength of the school and we are 
keen to extend this to Years 5 and 
6. This is particularly important as 
we prepare children to move on to 
the secondary stage of their 
education at a time when they are 
beginning to change and develop 
into teenagers. The primary model 
of one teacher per class and a 
close knit supporting staff, all of 
whom will be known to the 
children,  will allow us to maintain 
those close relationships and 
support the children as individuals 
on to the next stage of their 
journey. Having known the 
children and their families since 
their earliest years in education, 
and often before that, we are well 
placed to notice any areas for 
concern and to address them 
promptly with families. We are 
always looking to improve our 
engagement with parents and 
carers and offer a wealth of 
opportunities for parents to be 
involved in their child’s education 
and the wider life of the school. 
This means that staff and parents 
have friendly and trusting 
relationships which can only be of 
benefit to the children. We would 
love the opportunity to continue 
these relationships into upper Key 
Stage 2. We have a proven record 
of high quality support and 
provision for children with SEND 
and additional needs. Our 
excellent reputation with parents 
and outside agencies means that 
we are often sought out by 
parents wishing to have better 
provision for their child’s particular 
needs. We currently have no 
children on an EHCP as we 
manage children’s needs well and 
implement early support, often 
utilising our own budget above 
and beyond expectation to ensure 
that children receive the support 
they need  to remain in 
mainstream education and access 
learning effectively. We are 
excited at the prospect of 
supporting those children with 
specific needs into a successful 
transition into secondary 
education. We have found that a 
transition at age 9 for these pupils 
can often be very challenging and 
lead to further problems with 
learning and behaviour, effectively 
halting their educational and/or 
social and emotional 
development. We believe that a 
further two years of primary 
provision and support will  enable 
us to better prepare these children 
for a successful transition and to 
be secondary ready. Our record of 
behaviour management is 
excellent. We have had no 
permanent exclusions and our last 
fixed term exclusion was in 2012. 
As children approach their teens 
their behaviour can become more 
challenging. We believe that our 
nurturing and caring environment, 
along with our knowledge of each 
individual child and his or her 
family and background, places us 
in an excellent position to support 
children facing challenging times 
and presenting with challenging 
behaviours. We are a forward 
thinking school and respond 
readily to the changing needs of 
the children and the community. 
Recently we have implemented 
poverty proofing measures to 
support families facing financial 
difficulties. We have developed 
our growth mindset ethos to 
prepare the children for the 
challenging world they are 
entering. We work in partnership 
with a number of agencies to 
support children and families, 
seeking support both through the 
local authority and through 
sourcing support from private 
provisions such as Unity Parent 
Support and Family Gateway. We 
believe our pastoral support is of a 
high standard and can only be of 
benefit to the children and families 
of Bedlington should it continue 
into upper Key Stage 2. We pride 
ourselves on our history as a 
central player in the community. 
We have established links with 
other members of the community, 
including local churches, 
businesses and the West 
Bedlington Town Council.  We are 
aware that our building poses 
challenges and that there would 
need to be significant changes 
and investment to enable us to be 
fit for primary. As stated earlier, 
we are used to working in 
challenging conditions and 
maintaining our focus and high 
standards. We are excited at the 
prospect of the benefit any new 
building work could give to our 
children and would be keen to 
engage in planning to provide 
greater opportunities for the 
children. We have an excellent 
reputation for managing our 
budget and we are confident that 
we could manage this change 
cost effectively. We are 
experienced in managing staff 
restructures and in managing 
staffing to continue to provide the 
best quality of teaching and 
learning possible in the face of 
falling budget share.

The initial request of the 
governing body was to extend our 
current age range from a 4 – 9 
first school to a 3 to 11 primary. 
This was to enable us to develop 
our current community powers 
nursery provision into a 
maintained provision.  This is still 
the wish of the staff. The reasons 
for this request are that this will 
put us on an equal footing with all 
of the other Bedlington primary 
schools which can only be of 
benefit given the issues that the 
mixed economy has created. 
Additionally a maintained 
provision would be 
administratively much easier to 
manage.  Having the children’s 
details all on one system would 
make managing communication 
with parents, reporting and 
sharing safeguarding information 
and managing finances much 
more streamlined and effective. 
We are established leaders within 
the educational community of 
West Bedlington having led the 
West Bedlington Early Years 
partnership to ensure that all 
settings, both local authority 
maintained and private, remained 
viable when we extended our age 
range via community powers to 
include three year olds. This 
resulted in the partnership being 
able to offer flexible thirty hours 
places for 3 and 4 year olds 
across four settings, ensuring 
parental choice. Although this was 
difficult to negotiate, we felt it was 
important to ensure that all the 
settings remained viable and that 
parents had a flexible offer. We 
continue to take the lead in this 
partnership working closely with 
private settings, not only in the 
logistics of shared spaces and 
children but also in curriculum 
development and assessment. 
Additionally, we source and 
facilitate training across the 
Bedlington partnership and for 
private settings to continue to 
improve early years provision for 
the children of Bedlington.  Ofsted 
praised us for our partnership 
work and recognised that there 
were exciting times ahead for the 
provision. It is therefore a concern 
that this, along with the £1000,000 
DfE investment in our site, should 
come under threat from an 
unproven provision and that the 
futures of a cohort of children 
should be put at risk.

As stated earlier, we have an 
excellent reputation both with 
parents and outside agencies for 
our high quality provision and 
care for children with SEND and 
additional needs. We are 
experienced in successfully 
supporting children with a range 
of needs and providing excellent 
first wave teaching and learning to 
meet their needs. In addition, all 
of our staff are committed to 
ensuring that each child receives 
the bespoke learning experience 
which he or she needs to enable 
them to thrive. We are therefore 
experienced in providing a range 
of strategies to meet individual 
needs and are constantly 
developing our own knowledge 
and understanding to better 
enable us to support the children. 
We have an excellent record of 
providing support which allows us 
to keep children in mainstream 
provision wherever appropriate 
and possible. With this in mind we 
have discussed the possibility of 
extending our provision to provide 
additional support for those 
children who may find full time 
mainstream education more 
challenging. We are aware that 
there is currently a need for 
provision for children on the 
autistic spectrum and this is an 
area in which we feel we have a 
wealth of expertise. We know that 
our current building is not an ideal 
environment for children with ASD 
as it is too  enclosed and 
therefore too stimulating. 
However, we are interested in the 
opportunities a new building might 
afford to provide additional 
support alongside mainstream 
and would be happy to consider 
this alongside our primary 
proposal. We would always 
prioritise converting to primary 
over such a provision but we 
would be happy to discuss this 
further to see if it was a viable 
proposition, bearing in mind that 
we would not wish to compromise 
the quality of either our 
mainstream or any future 
additional support unit based on 
our site, or lose the opportunities 
a new building might give to 
create such a provision.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Yes, we believe the catchment 
areas should remain the same 
should both schools convert to 
primary status. The current falling 
birth rate is already having an 
impact on school budgets and 
could subsequently lead to job  
losses, which can only have a 
detrimental effect on the children’
s education; any reduction to a 
catchment area would cause 
further impact on budgets and 
may mean  that high quality staff 
are forced to seek employment 
elsewhere. Any change to 
catchment areas now would 
mean that siblings may end up in 
different catchments and 
therefore different schools, 
making parents’ lives more 
difficult and impacting on pupils’ 
punctuality and attendance. It 
would also be environmentally 
damaging to have parents making 
additional journeys by car should 
they have children in more than 
one setting.

No, I do not agree As both West End and Whitley 
Memorial first schools are Ofsted 
rated Good, it would be ill-judged 
to further threaten the stability of 
the schools by choosing to 
decrease their catchment areas in 
favour of Meadowdale Academy, 
which is inexperienced and 
unproven in its ability to provide 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 
education. We believe this would 
put standards of education at all 
three schools at risk and would 
therefore risk the futures of the 
children of Bedlington. Finally, any 
change to catchment areas would 
be divisive in the community. At 
West End our cohort is a mix of 
children from both socially 
deprived and economically stable 
households. The children get on 
well together and there is no 
social divide because of their 
respective economic situations. 
Our poverty proofing actions 
further support all of the children 
to be on an equal footing in 
school. To divide these 
communities would create a have 
and have not society in Bedlington 
which can only be detrimental to 
the community in the future. 
Regardless of where any new 
boundaries were drawn up 
parents may feel that they have 
been detrimentally impacted and 
that their child may suffer as a 
consequence, particularly should 
those boundaries occur between 
private and social housing 
estates.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree West End is good, got conserns Mesdowdale wont 
be around long

No  think is good school. Trouble 
is am not sure there's enough play 
space for the kids as it is. This will 
probably be harder still with older 
ones included. Is there 
surrounding land to buy? Would 
be nice if kids had regular grass 
area to play on in good weather.

No all good, shame kids can't go 
to west end nursery at 3 though

West end first school or west end 
primary school???? These 
children need same level of 
support if council can't provide 
more suitable places elsewhere

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Need to reduce west end as 
Meadowdale is in the area. Is 
Whitley no further action,as no 
direct competition???????

No, I do not agree West End should , Whitley 
probably the same

Governor NULL No, I do not agree As a Governing Body we feel that the age range 
should not be changed as this will increase the 
surplus primary school places across the Bedlington 
Partnership. However, we realise and appreciate 
that both West End First and Whitley Memorial First 
are in a difficult position since Meadowdale 
Academy have progressed with their proposals to 
turn into a Primary School from September 2020 - a 
move which already will impact on surplus place 
provision in the Bedlington Partnership and in itself 
does not make good strategic sense. We are 
concerned that with too few children that schools in 
the partnership will need to actively compete against 
each other for those pupils and if this is the case we 
are very concerned as to what effect this will have 
on cross partnership work - something that has 
previously been very strong in the Bedlington 
Partnership.  In terms of parental choice we feel 
Bedlington's Structure is quite unique with a good 
mixed economy of schools. Both West End and 
Whitley Memorial are very good First Schools and 
this offered parents a good alternative to a Primary / 
Secondary Model.

We would have fewer objections 
to either West End First School or 
Whitley Memorial extending their 
age ranges if there was no other 
new Primary School opening (in 
the form of Meadowdale 
Academy). The reason for this is 
that both schools feed 
Meadowdale's Year 5 currently so 
in effect if their age range was 
extended without Meadowdale 
Academy then they would have 
been keeping their own pupils 
longer. This is indeed the model 
that was followed several years 
ago when Blyth changed to a two 
tier system.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Yes - there are too many Primary 
Schools already operating across 
the partnership and by extending 
the catchment areas further than 
they already area there is a risk of 
reducing rolls at other Primary 
Schools in the town. This is a 
huge concern given the falling roll 
and low birth rates across South 
East Northumberland at present.

No, I do not agree Both West End and Whitley 
Memorial have served Bedlington 
well and have massive expertise 
and experience working with 
Primary Aged children. To reduce 
their catchment areas would 
reduce parental choice and 
potentially "force" parents to send 
their children to a new and 
unproven Primary School in 
Meadowdale Academy. These 
parents would previously have 
had the opportunity to send their 
child to a well established First 
School. It does not seem right or 
fair to limit parental choice or 
provision based on a decision 
taken by Meadowdale Academy 
initially.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I agree for a number of reasons 
firstly there are no Year 9 places 
available and children are being 
sent as further afield sad Alnwick 
to go to school when they should 
be guaranteed a space in their 
hometown. It’s good that my 8 
year old will be able to sprang 
longer in a great school with his 
friends and with his younger sister 
who will start reception come 
September making it easier both 
children in same school.

I’m concerned that Whitley doesn’t 
have the facilities Meadowdale 
has currently and my child might 
miss out on science labs and 
design and technology like I got in 
middle school. He would lose 
independence as if he went to 
middle school he would be making 
his own way there and back. He 
will be the first year 5 group if 
Whitley become a primary school 
so a bit of a guinea pig so even 
though it’s good news and he’s a 
happy to stay these are still 
concerns

N/a Pupils with special needs need 
dedicated support so a teacher 
that can be with them all the time 
not a part time support. So maybe 
if expanding they could look at this

Yes, I agree Children should be able to go to 
school in their catchment area but 
also have a choice of school say 
if it’s easier for grandparents to 
collect they should be able to 
choose a school that’s accessible  
I think of the meadowdale goes 
ahead they wouldn’t need west 
end as all the kids are in same 
area whereas Whitley caters for a 
different catchment entirel.

NULL NULL



(Section1) Are you responding mainly as a(Section 1) What is 
your interest in this 
school?

(Section 1)1) Do you 
agree that the age 
range of Bedlington 
West End First School 
should be extended

(Section 1)Please provide the main reasons for 
your answer

(Section 1) 2) Do you have any 
further comments or views on 
the planned age range 
extension of West End First 
School?

(Section 1) 3) Do you have any 
comments on the organisation 
of the current early years 
provision?

(Section 1) 4) Do you have any 
views on how pupils with 
Special Educational Needs can 
be supported at West End First 
School?

(Section2) Are 
you 
responding 
mainly as a

(Section 2) What is your interest 
in this school?

(Section 2 1) Do 
you agree that the 
age range of 
Bedlington Whitley 
Memorial First 
School should be 
extended?)

(Section 2) Please provide the 
main reasons for your answer

(Section 2) 2) Do you have any 
further comments or views on 
the planned age range 
extension of Whitley Memorial 
First School?

(Section 2) 3) Do you have any 
comments on the organisation 
of early years provision at 
Whitley Memorial CE First 
School?

(Section 2) 4) Do you have any 
views on how pupils with 
Special Educational Needs can 
be supported?

(Section 3) 1)Do you 
believe catchment 
areas of Bedlington 
West End and 
Bedlington Whitley 
Memorial First 
Schools should 
remain?

(Section 3) Please provide the 
main reasons for your answer:

(Section 3)2) Do you believe 
there should be a reduction to 
the catchment areas?

er

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree West end is an excellent school and has performed 
well on offseds inspections for a number of years.  
The school has consistently performed well which I 
believe is down to Mrs Bushells leadership style.  I 
think that it is telling when west end have a number 
of staff who have worked there for years at a time 
when a number of teachers are leaving the teaching 
profession altogether.  As a parent I took a lot of 
consideration into which school I wanted to place my 
child.  I liked the fact that the school provides a 
creative learning environment focusing on making 
learning fun. The enthusiasm of the staff is 
impressive as they are always doing new an 
wonderful things to improve the children’s learning 
experience.  I like the way that parents are actively 
involved with the school, for example, play and learn 
sessions so you can go into school to see what your 
child is doing.  This is refreshing as the school have 
nothing to hide and are confident in what they are 
doing it is also nice as parents get to the know the 
teachers well too.  I am always impressed that the 
teachers know all the children’s names even the 
head teacher, there is a good community feel about 
the school and as a parent I feel secure with my 
child being there.  I would love west end to become 
a primary as it’s a natural transition as for one the 
children are already happy with the teachers and 
their learning environment.  The school already 
performs well so I would also like my child to remain 
in a good school as defined by offsed so I know that 
she will continue to have a good education.

Personally for me as a parent I 
think west end have the right 
balance of providing a creative 
learning environment, nurturing 
supportive environment for the 
children, excellent staffing.  I also 
feel discipline is fair and 
reasonable at west end.

I would like to see the nursery 
become a maintained nursery.  I 
know many parents who would 
have liked to send their child age 
2 to the nursery for morning 
sessions but this is not possible at 
present.  These parents are using 
Trinity sessions.  Trinity are going 
into partnership with Meadowdale.  
Therefore I think going forward if 
West End becomes a primary 
school it will be necessary to have 
a nursery offering morning and 
afternoon places so there’s a 
natural transition for children 
going into the nursery and moving 
into the school.  I worry that if 
children go to trinity they will be 
encouraged to go to meadowdale 
rather than west end.

I have been fortunate to not need 
these services so far.  However, I 
have heard that parents with 
children who have special needs 
feel that support could be 
improved.  Ideally i would like to 
see the school have a specialist in 
this area to not Only support the 
children who have special needs 
but also provide awareness to 
other children so they can support 
their class mates who have 
special needs and also help them 
understand the barriers they face.  
I think it’s important that our 
children appreciate the 
differences between each other 
and learn to empathise and 
respect differences.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I loved the fact that I had a choice 
over where to send my child to 
school.  Bedlington is a small 
town and Meadowdale and West 
end are close to each other I 
would worry if the catchment 
areas became too strict and 
would cause division in our small 
commmunity.  I like the fact that 
currently the school has a diverse 
range of children from different 
areas of the town.  I would not 
like it if catchment for example  
meant that children in poorer 
areas of town went to one school 
and more well off were at 
another.  I think catchment should 
still allow choice and ensure 
diversity.

No, I do not agree I would prefer parents to have a 
choice.  I would not want to 
restrict parents unless necessary 
for placing my child in west end or 
whitley as I think it is a risk 
sending children to Meadowdale 
as they have no experience of 
teaching younger children so you 
would be sending your child into 
an unknown situation.  I would 
worry about standard of teaching 
etc.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree Bedlingtonsire Community High 
School was actually extended to 
include that of West Sleekburn 
Middle School this had resulted in 
more students being crammed into 
the same size class and dining 
spaces with fewer staff members 
available to watch them. As the 
new standing refurbished 
Bedlingtonshire high school is 
running it is still very small and 
there is simply not enough space 
to dine all the children, the school 
had justifed the layout  in which 
they’ve added an outdoor food 
shack. I strongly believe that 
children’s behaviour is massively 
influenced on those who are older,  
it can mean less disruption for 
children to move schools a fewer 
number of times but it means that 
more children are cramped  in the 
same size building. More children 
meaning less more one on one 
help for those people who might 
need it.

NULL NULL How will they fund and support the 
extra students who need the one 
on one if the are funding the extra 
students?

Yes, I agree It’s been like this for many many 
years so why should it suddenly 
be change?

NULL NULL

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree *Bedlington West End First School has been an 
important part of the community for over 100 years. 
We have children in our school whose parents and 
grandparents have attended our school. I myself 
have taught a number of children whose parents I 
have also taught. It would be a travesty for he 
history of our community if this school were to be no 
longer viable. *We have a forward thinking, 
experienced and dynamic leadership team who as 
OFSTED said "Are restless to eradicate not only 
weakness but mediocrity" and we feel that we are 
well placed to relish the challenge of becoming a 
primary school and the children of this community 
deserve nothing less than the best and that is West 
End. We are always moving forward and embracing 
change for the children and we think that becoming 
a primary school will only strengthen our provision. 
*We have a proven track record of excellent data 
compared to schools nationally. In recent years we 
have been in the top 10% of schools for reading and 
maths. The progress of children in our school is 
consistently good with a number of children making 
better than expected progress. This is largely due to 
the outstanding/good teaching that takes place daily 
and has been commented upon in successive ofsted 
reports. We have an experienced, dedicated and 
long serving team and a number of us have served 
as lead teachers in the county. I myself have 
observed teaching by teachers and support staff at a 
consistently high level this year. There are no weak 
links in our team, the children are taught extremely 
well for 5/6 years so I can only imagine how staying 
with us for an extra 2 years would benefit them and 
their academic progress. *Our "Yes I can" motto can 
be seen in practice every day, West End is all about 
the nurture of children, helping them to become 
confident, resilient, determined and happy young 
people. Our recent ofsted was glowing in terms of 
how happy, safe and secure the children felt and 
how they were inspired to be the best that they can 
be every day. Rather than have to have 2 moves, it 
would really be positive for our children to stay in 
this positive environment for 2 more years. *We 
often see children that have had difficulties with 
behaviour tip over the edge when they leave at year 
4. Our excellent knowledge of SEN, our experienced 
senco and understanding, well trained staff help 
these children to function and thrive at school as we 
treat them as individuals and have known them 
since they were 4. We have not had an exclusion for 
many years unlike the current Year 5/6 provision 
where a number of our former pupils seem to 
struggle.  *Our school was described as bohemian in 
our recent ofsted and we will ensure that children 
have access to high quality art, music, drama, dance 
etc until they move to high school.   *One major 
strength of our school is teamwork. The teachers 
work really well in teams in their year groups and 
have PPA together. I am therefore disappointed that 
we will no longer be 2 form entry but understand this 
is necessary, however, I would be against us being 
one form entry and teachers not planning with a year 
group partner. *We have very good relationships 
with parents which we have built up over many 
years. When the children go to year 5 in another 
setting the parents and teachers are strangers and 
cannot build the relationships that we do. Parents 
often say its not the same when the children move 
on. If their children have issues in year 5 or 6 here, 
we will already know them well and have built up 
relationships with the parents.

NULL NULL As above We have a dedicated 
and experienced senco with  a 
team of well trained practitioners 
proving both academic and 
behavioural support. Our 
experienced staff know the 
children inside out and pick up on 
issues very early on so that 
support can be put in place. We 
have an outstanding inclusion 
mentor who works specifically 
with children who need extra 
support, nurture or protection. We 
are very inclusive and do not see 
children with needs as an 
inconvenience. We work 
incredibly hard to help them to be 
the best that they can be in a 
mainstream setting. We have 
excellent relationships with 
outside agencies and have a 
good reputation.  We would be 
open to providing support in a unit 
if the LEA felt that was a good 
plan.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I do not feel that any of our 
catchment area should be given 
to other schools that do not fall 
within the LEAs authority. We 
need as many children as we can 
get and they will get an 
outstanding education in this 
established school.

No, I do not agree West End is an established school 
with an excellent reputation and 
the children in our catchment area 
receive a bespoke education here. 
However, parents of reception age 
children may not know about the 
educational benefits of choosing 
West End nor how well their 
children will be looked after. They 
may not be aware that our staff 
are very experienced in teaching 
Key stage 1 and early years. They 
may just choose the school that 
they believe they are in the 
catchment for. I feel that this issue 
is crucial to ensure the future of 
our school.

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree To provide continuity for the children through to 
secondary school.

Would like the range to extend to 
3 years as we already have a 
community nursery at this age.

Currently have excellent provision 
which partners with the 
community early years and has 
attain to national accreditation.

SEN is very well provided for, 
however there is always an 
opportunity for improvements.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree It will impact on pupil intake at 
West End and reduce parent 
choice.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree If there is no middle school we will 
have to extend the age range. 
Personally I think that a three tier 
system works best.

NULL The Early Years provision is 
fantastic. The unit works 
effectively to teach children aged 
3-5, Nursery and Reception. The 
environment and resources 
available, including outdoor 
space, are excellent. The children 
have a lovely settled start to 
school life.

SEND pupils, and their parents, 
are supported very effectively.

Yes, I agree The only option would be to 
reduce catchment which doesn't 
seem fair.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale Academy has 
decided to become a primary 
school despite smaller numbers of 
children. It would be wrong for 
them to take children from the 
already established first schools.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

NULL No, I do not agree School is good the way it is NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree TWest End should have gone into partnership with 
the middle school and would therefore been able to 
stay as a first school. There is no room in that 
current building to suitably house reception to Year 
6.

NULL Should stay the way it is NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Unsure - if there are the students 
in the area for this, then fine.

Yes, I agree Meadowdale already has the 
results at KS2; they have a proven 
record so it makes sense for them 
to continue this provision.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Because my child loves this school and I think it will 
be easier for kids to settle and study without the 
need of keep going to other schools and it would 
make it better for US knowing our children are at a 
setting that they love, feel safe and enjoy.
My child is happy in the school, lovely staff and a 
pleasant place to be. 

NULL The early years site is run 
brilliantly my child loves going to 
school
I am very happy with my children 
being in this school from a young 
age up over. 

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree School has fantastic grounds, 
room to expand and already 
experienced qualified staff in these 
year groups. It would help with 
continuing in learning across ks2.

NULL Established unit and very 
experienced staff provide children 
with a great start to school life. 
Children have opportunity for 15or 
30 hour provision. There is a 
seamless link from nursery to 
reception.

NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

NULL Yes, I agree Lot's of room NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree 3 schools in the area Yes, I agree Only fair

Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I do not agree with mixed year groups, my child will 
not be staying at Westend if this is the case.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree The school does not have the 
infrastructure to support the 
change in the time scale proposed

Not saying totally against the 
change but it has been rather 
forced due to high school 
academies in the area forcing the 
two tier system. There has been 
little evidence of consultation upon 
the effect of children already in the 
3 tier system, namely the current 
year 7 and accepted year 6 
children (2019) who will be left 
stranded following the academies 
decision not to take year 9 
children from 2020

None None Yes, I agree Bedlington parents should have 
the right to send their children to 
schools with in the Bedlington 
area.

No, I do not agree Why change something that has 
worked very well for decades 
based upon a bureaucratic 
statistical analysis of Bedlington 
population birth treads and new 
house builds that I find totally 
unbelievable. Again, all designed 
to force the 2 tier system

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree We would like to send our kids 
after Whitley to Cramlington 
Learning Village.

Maybe think to building on the 
fence of the side next to the Dr. 
Pitt Park.  I Breakfast Club would 
be good if possible.

I hoping our young son can enjoy 
Whitley too. From Nursery,  
Reception,  Year 1 to end of 
Primary.

Same or more support for the 
pupils and parents!

Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree I thinking all three should get the 
"same" amount of catchment 
areas to stay fair.
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NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

Joint response - all staff Yes, I agree Opportunity to extend the excellent 
practice already in place for a 
further 2 years. Whitley is a well 
established school with a proven 
track record. We are graded a 
good school by Ofsted – ‘Pupils 
told me one of the best things 
about your school is the staff and 
that they make learning fun.’ 
Ofsted June 2018. All staff are 
Primary trained and many have 
taught in the school for over 10 
years. The majority of provision in 
the Bedlington Partnership is 
already primary and we would be 
in line with the current national 
curriculum and testing 
proceedures. We work well 
together eg. Bedlinton Heads meet 
monthly – we can share good 
practice and will have 
support/advice to help develop Y5 
and Y6. Natural progression – 
children able to complete KS2 in 
surroundings where they know 
and trust the staff – where the staff 
know them really well and can 
tailor the curriculum to their needs. 
Teachers are all primary age 
trained and a number have Y5 and 
Y6 experience eg KS2 SATS. The 
present School Sports Partnership 
is excellent and works with Y5 and 
Y6 in other schools - they will 
support our teachers. Gives the Y5 
and 6 pupils the added 
responsibility to be role models to 
the younger children and help 
them eg. Librarians, Buddies, Play 
leaders, Prefects. There is space 
to create additional classrooms 
within the current structure and the 
wonderful outdoor space provides 
ample areas for PE and Sports, 
and outdoor learning eg. Forest 
School, Orienteering,  gardening.

The impact of a falling birth rate 
combined with the addition of a 
fourth Primary School 
(Meadowdale) in West Bedlington, 
will mean there are fewer children 
to share with all schools facing 
financial difficulties and at worst 
closure. Due to reduction in birth 
rate we already have a fall in 
EYFS pupil numbers. As this  
progresses through school WM 
will gradually move towards 1FE 
and this will result in a reduction of 
teacher and TA hours, and 
eventually redundancies.

The creation of the EYFS unit in 
2015 has been very successful 
and popular with parents. 
Provision has greatly improved 
inside and outdoors with a 
creative cabin, Forest school, Mud 
Kitchen and much more! The 
children are taught 
‘Characteristics of Effective 
Learning’ and this enhances the 
traits they need to be successful 
in life. Experienced staff are well 
lead and provide an exciting 
curriculum catering for all the 
children’s needs. EYFS constantly 
review and update their provision 
to keep abreast of current 
thinking. Our Good Level of 
Development was above national 
last year (June 18). Parents 
views: ‘EYFS make their 
environment safe, fun and 
interesting. Children look forward 
to coming to school. The unit is 
fully inclusive, encouraging the 
children to get involved, 
developing their confidence and 
engaging them in activities. 
Teachers aid learning through 
plenty of varied topics, story 
mapping and songs. There is a 
good focus on literacy and 
numeracy.’ ‘EYFS is a fantastic 
way to prepare children, a great 
foundation for future years. 
Communication between parents 
and teachers is excellent, 
especially with the help of 
‘Tapestry’.’

The experienced SENDCo has 
the national SENDCo award and 
is a trained Thrive practitioner. 
She has experience across the 
whole primary age range. SEND 
children are well supported in 
school by a team of hard working 
TAs. Strong communication with 
parents helps the school attain the 
correct level of funding for these 
children – Top-Up, STAR and 
EHCPs. We work with other 
agencies eg. Behaviour Support, 
Speech, CYPS, ASD, Social 
Services, to get the best for our 
SEND children. We have a 
successful track record with 
children with significant needs that 
other schools were reluctant to 
take. The Thrive approach will be 
extended next year to ensure all 
pupils social and emotional 
wellbeing is met by all staff. The 
school is well  supported by Jo 
Warner (Assistant Director of the 
Diocese) who is a Thrive trainer. 
She has delivered training to all 
staff recently and we have regular 
SEND updates/training from the 
SENDCo too.  ‘Leaders and 
governors actively seek new ways 
to best support pupils who are 
disadvantaged and those pupils 
who have SEN and/or disabilities.’ 
Ofsted June 18

Yes, I agree The catchments for Whitley and 
West End are well established 
and the schools have built up 
strong connections with the 
families and communities around 
them. Whitley popular and has 
always served its community well, 
as can be seen from our numbers 
– we are full except for 3 places. 
Families want to send their 
children to the school where they 
were happy themselves as 
youngsters. They choose us for 
the strong Christian ethos of love 
and caring.Why change 
something that has worked so 
well for years?

No, I do not agree We already face reduced pupil 
numbers in EYFS due to the 
falling birth rate and if we also 
reduce our catchment area there 
will be more financial pressures to 
make staff redundant  - we will 
have to reduce teacher and TA 
hours in the near future. This will 
dilute our teaching expertise and 
lead to a poorer standard of 
education for the children in our 
catchment area. This situation will 
worsen if Meadowdale opens all 
primary year groups in September 
2020. They should not be allowed 
to keep altering their proposals as 
it confuses the parents, puts more 
pressure on the other schools and 
makes the whole situation 
unpredictable. It is currently very 
difficult to plan for the future and 
unsettling for all staff.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree Where would the kids from year 5-
6 be classed? Whitley memorial at 
present does not have the room to 
accommodate a further 2 years.  
Will Whitley memorial be granted a 
fully equipped science lab to 
accommodate the children’s 
academic requirements? Will there 
be enough teaching staff with the 
required qualifications to educate 
years 5 and 6? I don’t see as of 
now how Whitley memorial will be 
able to adequately accommodate 
a further two year groups at a 
good enough standard of 
education when they struggle to 
cope with what they have now.

NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL Yes, I agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL None of the 
above

Governing Body Yes, I agree This change should have been 
made some years ago, in 
conjunction with the rest of the 
partnership pyramid. At present 
we are being forced to change by 
the actions of one other school. 
While we can be ready to 
accommodate changes by 2020 
we would have preferred a more 
open approach that would not 
cause redundancies if families are 
enticed to move school and 
numbers dip.

Extending our age range to 2 - 11 
in our current form is not practical. 
Partly due to the falling birth rate, 
but also the lack of funding to 
build the extra classrooms 
necessary. Other issues we have 
now such as the parking problems 
would multiply if we had 108 extra 
children being dropped off. We 
would prefer to offer 1FE with a 
PAN of 30, but we reserve the 
right to increase this in the future if 
necessary. As a Church of 
England school we would discuss 
this as a Governing Body and 
being Voluntary Aided we are our 
own admission authority.

The EYFS unit is well established 
and well run. Ofsted rated it as 
good and the inspectors verbal 
feedback listed several 
outstanding features. Given the 
expected change in numbers, 
staffing will alter but our current 
EYFS teaching staff are very 
experienced and have been with 
us for many years. The EYFS 
leader is a valued member of the 
SLT. The unit itself was revamped 
in 2015 and is well resourced 
including outdoor areas; a 
polytunnel, a mud kitchen and a 
well established Forest School. 
Parent effuse praise for the staff, 
the unit and the Christian ethos of 
love and care.

Our fully accredited SENDco has 
good links with all outside 
agencies, the LA and the diocese. 
As a school we currently have an 
above average percentage of 
SEND children. They are fully 
integrated into lessons and our 
staff manage to meet all individual 
needs. Use of the Thrive room 
and access to Thrive training form 
the diocese helps the children 
who need time away from the 
classroom

Yes, I agree The current split is fair. Both 
schools have community links 
and generational family loyalty. 
The local expectation is that 
children can have a place at their 
nearest school. Our catchment 
area includes our church.

No, I do not agree Changing catchment areas would 
confuse parents.  If a review were 
to be undertaken it should be full 
and transparent. Our preferred 
option if this were to happen 
would be for all 3 Primary Schools 
to have the same catchment area 
Meadowdale have currently. This 
would allow parents to send their 
child to their preferred school 
regardless of their location in the 
town.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My child has thrived at West End since beginning in 
reception and loves being at school. I would be 
overjoyed if she could continue through to year 6 at 
this caring and nurturing school.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree This is a lovely school NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL
NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I am not against the two tier 

system, just the way it has been 
done, the knock on effect to 
current yr7 that due to the high 
school changing policy without 
enough information or time given 
to the parents concern these 
children are going to be left 
without local school places, just 
send them anywhere in 
Northumberland is not acceptable 
and will have a negative effect on 
their school, surely before this is 
done parents should be informed 
(which means we should have 
been notified when they where is 
yr6 (when we could have applied 
for a yr7 place), someone should 
be looking into this and be willing 
to meet with these parent to give 
options going forward

NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL Yes, I agree NULL

Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree The high schools in the Bedlington Partnership have 
made it impossible to sustain a 3 tier school system 
by encouraging parents to move their children out of 
the middle school after just 2 years.  It means that 
both first schools and the middle school will need to 
change age range if they are to have a future.

Whilst I support the range 
extension on the basis that I 
would hate to see any school 
close I do have concerns as 
whether the West End School site 
can sustain the additional pupil 
numbers.  Some of the school 
buildings are very old, can the 
physical arrangement of the 
classrooms work for an extended 
age range?  What science 
facilities do they have and from 
memory (my daughter attended 
the school) they only have a small 
hall and an even smaller dining 
hall so how will they 
accommodate more pupils?  
There are no school fields at West 
End so I am guessing outdoor 
activities are limited?  I believe 
West End currently use the sports 
fields at Meadowdale?  Is that 
sustainable given that 
Meadowdale are also to become a 
Primary?  And if not will the 
curriculum suffer at West End?  
There is soon to be 4 primary 
schools for a parent to choose 
from in Bedlington, West End, 
Whitley Memorial, St Bede's and 
Meadowdale.  Are there enough 
pupils to sustain all of the 
schools?  And given the choice 
would most parents not opt for 
Meadowdale given its better site 
and facilities?

The newly built early years facility 
on the site is definitely a plus.

As a previously mentioned the 
size and age of the West End site 
must make special classrooms or 
facilities almost impossible to 
incorporate.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Meadowdale middle school is 
changing to a primary so the 
catchment areas need to be 
changed to accommodate this.

Yes, I agree The change in age range is being 
driven by the high schools, it 
therefore seems unduly unfair to 
penalise Meadowdale for taking 
the only action they can to remain 
open as a school.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree The staff are great. The school excels and my child 
would love to stay for years 5 + 6.

I don't like the shared years. I 
would like one class per year.

None N/A NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I think the catchment should be 
closer to the school.

Yes, I agree To ensure placements are given 
to children who live closer as 
reduced intake.

Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree Becoming two tier with three primary schools in the 
west of the town means we are in line with the rest 
of the town and most of Northumberland and the 
country.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL No, I do not agree I believe there are sufficient pupils 
for all three schools to function as 
primary schools. Parental choice 
is important.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree It will give parents more choice of 
which school would be best suited 
for their child. It will be good for 
the community.

I don’t believe in mixed age group 
forms as children need to strive 
with children of their own age.

I think it will be a positive move as 
they will still deliver a nurturing 
environment for children whether 
theire be 1 or 3 primary schools. 
Each school has its own positives 
and we should stick together as a 
community.

I believe children with special 
needs will still flourish just as they 
always have.

Yes, I agree It doesn’t matter where you live 
this should not affect a choice of 
school.

No, I do not agree As every school has its own 
advantage points its important we 
all stick together and work through 
it together.

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree It is important that all schools in the area change to 
primary together to  make the education route clear 
for parents and to provide one cohesive education 
system in Bedlington for staff, parents and children.

none none none NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree There does not need to be a 
reduction for either school to 
accommodate Meadowdale as 
there are sufficient children within 
the area, and future housing 
developments, to ensure that all 
schools have a healthy intake.

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL
Staff member of other school NULL No, I do not agree West End is not big enough to accommodate more 

children than they currently have and they do not 
have the space to expand further.

NULL No NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Parents should be free to choose 
whichever school they wish 
regardless of where they live in 
Bedlington.

Yes, I agree There are plenty of children in and 
around Bedlington who would fill 
all three schools, especially with 
the increase in housing in the 
area.

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree West End is a good school This will bring clarity to 
the organisation of schooling in the town.

NULL At present the Early Years 
provision a West End works well 
and parents are able to see how 
using the on site services their 
children and nurtured and cared 
for in an established system

As far as I am aware children at 
present are supported in the 
same way as other schools in the 
area. I am unaware of any need 
for any additional resourcing.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree This will cause additional 
confusion for parents. They may 
have siblings in the older classes 
and then a change in catchment 
may put at risk the chance to have 
them in the same schools.

None of the above Teacher at local school Yes, I agree Uniformity for all schools in the partnership NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree It is not that I disagree but there 
will be three schools that need to 
be considered in the boundaries

Yes, I agree Parents choose which school to 
attend.  If there are places at all of 
the schools they will get there 
preferred place.
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Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree Provision is fine as it is. Where will the extra children be 
taught?  How can West End 
provide the facilities needed for 
another 2 year groups?  There 
was mention in the consultation of 
being 1.5 form entry.  Does this 
mean mixed age group classes, if 
so I strongly object to it.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL Yes, I agree If the schools are all going to 
become primaries together, and 
therefore are all experiencing 
change, then it is only right that 
each school should have a 
catchment area in order for the 
proposals to be viable.

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree It's always been a first school and should remain so No No No NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Asking parents from Whitley end 
of Bedlington to bring children to 
West End will mean more traffic 
because parents will be using 
cars to drop off their children, and 
will be a danger to the children. 
Vice versa for West end parents 
at Whitley.

No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I do not think that the Whitley 
Memorial site and buildings have 
enough room to extend their 
current age range

NULL My child has had a good 
education at Whitley Memorial so 
far, it is a safe environment and 
ideal for their younger ages such 
as the nursery and reception 
yeara

I don’t have any experience of this 
with the Whitley Memorial setting 
so could not comment

No, I do not agree I do not feel either site ate big 
enough to accommodate the 
number of pupils

Yes, I agree Whitley and West End do not 
have a great deal of space to 
expand. There is a need for more 
primary school places due to the 
amount of new housing. I think 
having a choice of 3 primary 
schools would be great for both 
parents and children but maybe 
the schools need to only have 1 
class per year group rather than 2 
or 4

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree I feel West End should become a primary school 
from 2020.  West End has a dedicated highly trained 
staff and is led and managed by a fantastic senior 
leadership team and head teacher.  The staff at 
westend are long established as they are extremely 
happy in their roles within the school.  West End has 
a proven track record of children reaching and 
exceeding their potential through a topic based 
curriculum.  The change would be beneficial to the 
children providing them with 1 not 2 moves in their 
school career, continuing to give them the nurturing 
environment that runs throughout the whole school, 
something that the parents have said is a strength of 
the school, however also giving them the tools they 
require to mature and move on to secondary 
education.  We would of course still offer residential 
visits and continue to have the proven track record 
and success we do in  sport always overcoming the 
outside space problems we have to have a sporting 
trophy cupboard that is fit to burst!  West End has 
never been seen by OFSTED to be in special 
measures or requires improvement, consistently a 
GOOD SCHOOL and also in the past years 
OUTSTANDING. The school invests in an Inclusion 
Mentor within school she is well known to children 
her main aim is to remove the barriers the children 
may have to their learning this means working 
closely with the families and also outside agencies 
such as Children's Services, she has a excellent 
working relationship with the parents and carers and 
also support them with any problems they may be 
having at home.  West End has safeguarding the 
child at its core and ALWAYS attends the meetings 
where children's services are involved thus 
supporting the whole family.  The school manages 
the behaviour of the children with expertise and has 
not had any child excluded from school for many 
years.

The staff at West End are 
dedicated, kind, friendly, and 
approachable. Our "YES WE 
CAN" ethos not only applies to the 
children it spills out into the lives 
of the staff. With change comes 
opportunity and I fully believe 
along with everyone at the school 
YES WE CAN BE A SUCESSFUL 
PRIMARY SCHOOL!

The current early years provision 
means we can take children from 
the age of 2 and guide them 
successfully into the school.  I t 
means we can recognise form an 
early age where the children may 
need extra help in so doing getting 
that help in good time for them 
starting full time school.  The 
teachers and support staff have 
many years of experience in 
working with pre school children 
and have a good working 
relationship with the families.

West End has a fantastic 
understanding of SEN we 
continue to be an inclusive school 
offering interventions by well 
trained staff who have excellent 
relationships with both 
professionals from outside 
agencies and parents to ensure 
the children's needs are met 
educationally and socially.  We 
also over the years have provided 
ex students with SEN an 
opportunity to come back into our 
setting to do work experience and 
supported internships and also on 
a volunteer basis. We currently 
are offering this to 2 students and 
a longstanding volunteer.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Governor NULL No, I do not agree The confines of the current site, which surely isn't 
big enough to extend its current age range.

N/ANo I used a private nursery, despite 
the fact that my children went to 
West End.

N/A NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Parents generally have a 
reasonable choice. My own 
children went to West End 
despite living out of the 
catchment area.

No, I do not agree No. I believe parents should have 
a full range of choice. Parents 
have their own reasons for 
sending their children to a 
particular school based on many 
reasons, not least of all results.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL NULL I think as a local authority this is 
going to happen and Bedlington 
will eventually become a two-tier, 
so as a parent I feel this is what 
the future holds.

My only concern is my son will be 
the first year 5 at the Whitley so I 
want to know that the facilities and 
staffing are available for this. I 
also have a son who in 2020 
would go into year 3, however 
Meadowdale would not have this 
year, and then my dilemma being 
two children in two schools.

No No Yes, I agree Most children who attend these 
schools, I assume live within the 
areas of the school. The 
catchment is not an issue for me.

NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It's good for the children not to jump too quickly to a 
huge school, better preparation.

Yes, I'm interested in how the 
older age range will be provided 
for in challenges/facilities.

No No NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Same as 1st page reasons. Yes, I agree There will be obviously children 
staying in W End/Whitley.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My daughter is six years old and currently in year 
one. She loves attending WEFS. She is thriving in 
her school setting and performing well against her 
peers. The school works extremely hard to ensure 
the children receive the best possible educational 
experience. The teaching at the school is of the 
highest standard. My daughter has had excellent 
teaching from Apple class through to year one. The 
teachers are hardworking and experienced.   The 
head teacher is passionate and genuinely cares 
about the outcomes for children attending the 
school. She works hard to make sure that the school 
is performing brilliantly. My daughter has total 
respect for all of her teachers and the head.   The 
school has consistently achieved excellent Ofsted 
results, which is reflected in the excellent education 
the children are receiving.   I think it is extremely 
important that west end becomes a primary school. I 
want my daughter to have continuity and stability in 
her education to enable her to reach her full 
potential. I have no doubt she will do so at west end. 
It would be devastating for her to have to move to 
another setting if west end were to close due to a fall 
in pupil numbers. I also think that a two tier system 
is more suitable now that meadowdale is also 
becoming a primary school. Where would my 
daughter go if west end is not permitted to become a 
primary school when there is no other middle school 
provision? This is extremely concerning.   Finally I 
have a two year old whom I’d like to attend west end 
along with her sister. It would be better if there was 
certainty in the arrangements for west end as it is 
causing anxiety and concern not knowing which 
educational setting I should choose for my toddler, 
for fear of phasing her into to west end then having 
to move her on again elsewhere. I don’t think this is 
fair on the children or the parents who require 
certainty going forward.   I hope the consultation 
process concludes that it is absolutely essential that 
west end is permitted to become a primary school, 
albeit investment will be required to ensure the 
school has appropriate space and resources 
available to ensure a continuing high quality of 
education. With such a good reputation and fully 
committed staff team, additional funding and 
resources would be in safe hands to ensure that the 
needs of pupils will come first.

I would prefer it if mixed age 
classes could be avoided. I have 
spoken to others who have taught 
in such a system and speak 
negatively of the impact on both 
the children and staff. I also have 
friends who were pupils in mixed 
age groups and found the 
experience to be a negative one. 
The research that I have read is 
also not supportive of mixed age 
teaching. I hope better solutions 
or proposals are put forward that 
avoids the need for mixed age 
teaching and classes.

No.   The only issue that I have 
found is that my two year old has 
been unable to take up a space at 
the school nursery as they only 
offer afternoon sessions 12-3pm. 
They do not offer mornings. This 
does not suit my daughter as she 
naps in the afternoon. It would be 
better if the nursery could offer 
morning sessions too.

No NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree If they are sufficiently pupil 
populations the catchment should 
remain the same.

No, I do not agree I do not agree that meadowdale 
becoming a primary is the most 
appropriate solution. It would be 
far better to try and increase 
secondary school provision in 
Bedlington. It appears to me that 
there simply aren’t enough 
secondary school places for all of 
the children currently in primary or 
first schools.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

NULL No, I do not agree There is already a surplus of 
school places within the town, to 
open up more could adversely 
affect other schools in the area.  
There are not enough children to 
sustain this number of schools in 
the area.

No No No Yes, I agree There is no reason they should 
change

No, I do not agree They should not have to change 
their catchment area to 
accommodate an academy that 
seems to be able to do exactly as 
it wants, regardless of the effect 
on other schools in the area

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree West End is a fantastic school. Both my skn and 
daughter attend in different year groups and I 
honestly believe the nest thing would be for them to 
stay on until age 11. As a parent of school age 
children, I would feel happy and content knowing the 
children would only have to attend 2 schools 
throughout their education. I believe it is the next 
step to turn it into a primary school considering the 
age range for other schools in the area.

NULL NULL The school as a wide range of 
staff, all trained in different 
aspects of care for the children. I 
think they would manage fine with 
children of all abilities.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I think they are fine as they are. If 
the catchment area is widened 
then I think that wouldn't be fair to 
the closer population.

No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think all of the first schools in the local area should 
all become Primary Schools at the same time to 
ease parental worry and concern about which 
schools their child should attend.

I would be concerned as to how 
they would be able to offer a 
robust SATs curriculum with 
teachers who have not taught 
Year 5 and 6 before.

I do not see where they will be 
able to extend their buildings or 
site to safely accommodate any 
more children.

No comment NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I believe that there should be a 
fair system where all of the pupils 
in the whole of Bedlington are 
assigned either to Whitley, West 
End or Meadowdale based on 
choice and numbers to allow all 
schools to flourish within the 
catchment area.

No, I do not agree See above- fairness would 
support all of the schools.  There 
are also new housing estates that 
are being built so the likelihood is 
that the catchment area is going 
to increase for all schools.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL
Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree As a strong, highly trained and professional team we 

are best place to continue education, care and 
preparation for each child entering into Secondary 
Education

I believe the strong links the 
school has with the parents and 
the community gives children the 
best environment for them to learn 
and grow.

The Early Year provision is strong 
and focused on the growth 
mindset of each child, along with 
their education and all done in a 
nurturing family environment.

The school has a highly trained 
team of staff with experience 
supporting children in school at 
West End First School.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Each school has a fair area of 
catchment in Bedlington.

No, I do not agree With a falling birth rate there are 
not enough children to support a 
new primary school and changing 
the catchment area will not be the 
solution to this problem.

Staff member of other school NULL No, I do not agree Don’t feel they have the space to provide classes for 
Yr 5 and Yr 6. The building provides little outdoor 
space for chn due to latest nursery developments. 
West End use Meadowdale’s large outdoor space 
regularly.

I would like to see all three 
schools- West End, Whitley and 
Meadowdale become primary 
schools at the same time in 2020 
but as 1 form entry to make it a 
fairer approach for all schools.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Given the changes made by the two Bedlington 
secondary schools to accept children only from age 
11, and the subsequent proposal for Meadowdale to 
become a primary school, I believe that West End 
must do the same to ensure its excellent provision 
continues to fit smoothly into what has now become 
a two-tier system.

West End is an excellent school 
and I would be more than happy 
for my daughter to remain here 
until age 11.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I find it difficult to answer this 
question as I'm unsure what the 
full implication of what such a 
change would be. I feel that the 
sustainability of both West End 
and Whitley should be protected, 
but I wonder whether the two 
schools can accommodate the 
same catchment area with the 
reduced intake they are 
proposing?

No, I do not agree See answer above. Without fully 
understanding the implication of 
such a reduction I don't feel able 
to support it.

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree It will provide continuity for all the children through to 
secondary school.

Would like the range to extend to 
3 years as we already have a 
community nursery at this age.

Currently have excellent provision 
with partners with the community 
early years and has attained 
national accreditation.

SEN is very well provided for but it 
can always get better and have 
improvements.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree It will impact on pupil intakes at 
West end and it will reduce the 
parents choices.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It makes sense to do this. As the 
follow on middle school will be no 
more.

I would like to see a pre school 
from age 2 added also.

NULL I think there should be another 
senco working alongside the one 
at present to accommodate the 
larger age range.

Yes, I agree There are other primarys in 
Bedlington. For each catchment 
area.

Yes, I agree If its not reduced meadowdale 
might struggle being a primary.
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Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree My grand children go to this excellent, well lead 
school and we would like them to have continuity of 
provision.

Yes.  At present Mrs  Bushell 
leads a successful school and we 
would like to see this extended 
until Y6.  We see no need for  
them to change to another 
provider which would risk their 
progress and another provider 
may  not have the same level of 
skill and experience at KS1 and 2 
that West End already has.

It is fantastic.  My grandson goes 
there at the moment and we are 
very happy indeed with the quality 
of the service provided.  His 
former early years provider was 
nowhere near as good so I am 
glad his parents chose to send 
him there instead.

Funding for more TAs to provide 
one to one sessions.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I think that anything that will 
ensure the continuation of such a 
good school should be put in 
place.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale Academy has 
absolutely no experience 
whatsoever of teaching Early 
Years / KS1  or  KS2 and I would 
have grave reservations about 
sending my grand kids there 
because of that reason.  
Whenever a new school is set up 
(or any organisation ) it takes time 
for it to settle and become 
established.  I don't want my 
grandkids to be the"guinea pigs" 
just because Meadowdale have 
put forward a proposal that 
Bedlington does not need.

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree I believe it would be very beneficial to the local 
community for parents to have a good choice of 
provision for their children

No No No NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I believe catchment areas should 
be removed and parents should 
have free choice where to send 
their children

No, I do not agree I believe catchment areas should 
be removed and parents should 
have free choice where to send 
their children

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree Alignment with local and national structures will 
bring greater continuity for transition and give 
parents clarity about school choices and learning 
routes. The mixed economy in the Bedlington 
Partnership is creating anxiety and uncertainty for all 
schools, all parents and all children. They all 
deserve to have the opportunity that the creation of 
three new primaries will bring. Each school will 
benefit from sharing best practice, as like 
organisations with different strengths.

I think one form entry for West 
End, Whitley and Meadowdale 
Academy as primaries will allow 
each of them to continue in the 
legacies they have created. West 
End is a lovely school but is 
restricted in space to fully meet 
the needs of primary status as a 1 
and a half form entry school.

I don't know enough to comment 
but of the opinion that 2 yr old 
provision should be separate.

I think that if the authority are 
prioritising SEND as a need, then 
it would be a brave and bold 
move to develop West End as a 
specialist school.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree The age range change would 
bring alignment within the 
Bedlington Partnership and within 
Northumberland. Two tier is an 
inevitable outcome due the 
market forces and the march of 
two tier across the region and 
country. Therefore to bring 
closure to uncertainty the change 
needs to happen sooner rather 
than later and if all schools 
change together, a common 
solution to anxiety over school 
places will be resolved over time.

Yes, I agree Meadowdale as an academy has 
by its very status an open 
catchment to begin with. I think 
that both first schools along with 
Meadowdale should support each 
other's sustainability in beginning 
as one form entry primaries. Many 
parents I'm sure will also indicate 
during the consultation that they 
are not in favour of mixed classes.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree If they remain a first school there is no guarantee of 
spaces for our year 5 and 6 children.

Consider separating break lunch 
times of year 5 and 6 from 
younger kids.

I think the school would benefit 
from removal of admin desks in 
senior block freeing up more 
sport/recreational facilities. 
Removal of teachers car park (car 
park behind post office easy 
walk). Frees either play space or 
room for additional buildings. 
Possibly work in partnership with 
St Bede's for school field shared 
cost of maintenance (grass 
cutting) oreate a gate at back of 
school.

N/A NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree Would prevent a mixture of 
children from differing socio-
economic back grounds.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL None of the 
above

within partnership of schools Yes, I agree This is a good school and this 
would bring it in line with the town

NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree Due to the changes with the high 
school taking in from year 7 then it 
is only right for us to change to the 
full primary range and to keep in 
line with the rest of Bedlington. We 
are a well established, full first 
school.

NULL EYFS is well ran and managed 
with well established routines, 
equipment and all that is 
necessary to provide the best 
start for the children within 
Bedlington.

Whitley Memorial has a proven 
track record with pupils with 
SEND. We meet the needs of 
those pupils which other schools 
have failed. The school has many 
things in place to ensure early 
identification and that all pupils 
with SEN meet their full potential. 
Ofsted recognised SEND as an 
area of great strength. Pupils are 
supported through carefully 
planned support plans and given 
the support and help necessary. 
The SENCo is keen to develop 
and change and cater for all 
needs. Through excellent 
communication with parents, staff 
and outside agencies SEN is well 
lead and managed.

Yes, I agree Why should Whitley Memorial 
change. We are a successful full 
first school and our numbers 
should not be decreased through 
Meadowdale changing to 
Primary. There is already a 
reduction in pupils due to birth 
rate.

No, I do not agree We are a successful school which 
is almost at capacity and it seems 
unfair for us to change to allow 
Meadowdale to take from us as 
this in turn will affect jobs and 
pupils.

None of the above within partnership Yes, I agree This would bring the school in line with the town and 
this is a good school

NULL Early Years provision at West End 
is good

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree The building and site at West End is not big enough 
to currently extend their age range / number of 
pupils and they don’t have any land to build on. Also 
they do not have a large outdoor space

As per above I don’t believe the 
site is large enough.  Due to the 
current age range at the school 
they have not had any experience 
with SATs which I believe play in 
big part in Year 6.

I have concerns at the lack of 
outdoor space for the children

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I don’t think either site is large 
enough to accommodate a larger 
number of pupils. I would think if 
they are extending their age 
range then they would need to 
lower their intake of pupils to 
allow for the space needed

Yes, I agree Reason as per above. Also this 
would give people in Bedlington a 
bigger and better choice of 
primary schools. Meadowdale 
have a much larger site with good 
outdoor space as well as good 
results in SATs, Meadowdale 
might be a preference by some 
parents and Whitley / West end by 
others. As a parent in the 
community I believe choice is a 
good thing

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Mainly as there is no alternative for the children after 
Y4 with Meadowdale also becoming primary, other 
than travelling far and struggling for spaces 
somewhere else. But, now it here, I like the idea, 
West End is a great school so am happy my child 
can stay longer

Only about lack of space as is 
already. Understand building will 
be needed but we really cant lose 
any yard space. The staff car park 
takes up quite a bit of space and 
there's ample public parking 
minutes away,  would teachers 
give up their parking if it creates a 
bit more space?  Would hate to 
see yard space go, have 
additional floor levels been 
considered?  West End is lacking 
in after school clubs , for all ages.  
This is something that is really 
needed in year 5 and 6 but also 
the earlier years, other Bedlington 
primaries have it so why not West 
End. Some children I know do an 
activity 4 nights a week! Also, 
there's not a more casual 
provision for breakfast clubs like 
neighbouring schools have.   Are 
there any opportunities for using 
other field space to make summer 
sports more real. Last year my 
child only had the opportunity to 
do sports on a field once on sports 
day. All year groups should get to 
enjoy such experiences but 
especially as they get older.

West End should have its own 
nursery provision and from age 3, 
just like other schools. Seems 
strange their being a partnership 
when the children will all move 
onto different schools. could this 
help the lack of space for the 
school?

Do not have enough knowledge in 
the area

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Needs to be evened out if 
Meadowdale needs a catchment 
area

No, I do not agree Agree for West End but don't think 
Whitley need a reduction

Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree The Bedlington Community have enough Primary 
Schools as it is. Parents in the area like to have the 
choice between a First school and a Primary School. 
With falling pupils numbers across the region, it 
makes no logical sense to put extra pressures on 
the already existing and established Primary 
Schools to fight for pupil admissions.  If this proposal 
is accepted, it would appear that NCC want rid of 
first schools altogether, and bowing down to the 
Academies, who are stamping their feet to get what 
THEY want, NOT what the community want!

So you accept the proposals, in 2-
3 years time other Primary 
Schools are FORCED to close 
due to falling birth rates. People 
are then forced to travel to other 
schools - NOT good for our area!

N/A NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree There is absolutely no need to 
change to change catchment 
areas and put other schools at 
risk of closure

No, I do not agree Stop bending over for academies.  
Leave catchment areas as they 
stand, and let schools have a 
chance for survival

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL None None Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree Don’t think we need another 
primary

Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree My grandchildren attend this school, and they are 
very happy there and their teachers are brilliant.  A 
change is unnecessary if the school is working well. 
I believe it got a GOOD in its recent OFSTED.  That 
is not easy to achieve nowadays and shows how the 
school is a success.

It should go ahead.  If my 
grandkids are happy there 
(because of the quality of teaching 
and the way it's lead) then our 
views should be listened to.  It 
would work well if the age range 
extends because then they could 
choose a secondary route 
afterwards.

It's exceptional, it really is.  The 
staff are caring, helpful and kind 
and the new building is great.  Our 
grandson loves it there.  We are 
always told what he's been up to 
and the fun he's had.  Their 
communication is excellent.

No.  This is something I don't 
know enough about to  pass 
comment accurately.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree If an extended catchment area 
means the school will turn to a 
primary and remain open then I 
think that's a good thing.

No, I do not agree I can't understand Meadowdale 
Middle wanting to become a 
primary when there is  already 
very good provision already.  
Personally I think that if it's a 
middle school it will be ill equipped 
to cope with Early Years and kids 
up  to Y4 (ks1 and 2) since I 
wonder what experience they 
have of such young children.  
They will get too old too quickly in 
such a set  up.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree The majority of schools in 
Bedlington are primary and 
secondary.

It will allow the children to 
complete KS2 where they are 
already settled and feel 
comfortable within their 
surroundings. Where they know 
the staff and the staff know them.

It is very well run and organised , 
with experienced early years 
leader and staff who provide 
indoor and outdoor provision 
allowing children to grow and 
develop confidence. It prepares 
them well for their transition into 
reception and year 1.

They are supported well and the 
staff continually strive to seek 
ways to best support pupils who 
have sen and/or disabilities.

Yes, I agree They are well established with 
strong connections to the 
communities and families they 
serve.

No, I do not agree It would be unfair to alter the 
catchment areas as it will result in 
a reduction of pupils.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It is an excellent school and I believe pupils would 
benefit from the extra two years especially in the 
pastoral sense.

NULL The school is well managed and 
has a very friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere

Perhaps provision of a one to one 
teaching/mentoring or small 
groups could be considered.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree The West End First School caters 
for an area that is currently 
seeing increased housing 
development.

No, I do not agree Many parents are dismayed that 
the Meadowdale Academy 
proposal has been given approval, 
The ethos is less of a family

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree To provide continuity for children going to high 
school.

Would like the range to extend to 
3 years old as we have a well 
placed community nursery in this 
school.

There is excellent provisions in 
the early years, and a good 
working partnership.

The pupils have very good 
support (SEN) within the school 
and there is always an opportunity 
for improvements.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree It will have an impact on pupils in 
take at West End and will reduce 
parents choice.

Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree I believe that we are in an excellent position to 
provide the best education for the children in our 
area. We can offer stability for their education and 
ensure that they just have to make one move to 
secondary school rather than moving and moving on 
again in two years. We know the children and 
families well and are therefore in an excellent 
position to complete their key stage two learning and 
take them through the SATs. Our nurturing ethos is 
far more inclusive of SEN children than the 
experience that they have when they currently leave 
us so will help to ensure that children with 
behavioural needs are given access to a full time 
education.

NULL I believe that it would be beneficial 
for our age range to be extended 
to 3-11 as this would allow the 
nursery to be a full part of our 
school.

I feel that West End First school is 
very supportive of the learning of 
children with special educational 
needs and has an inclusive ethos. 
I think with continued resources 
and staffing this could be 
extended to meet the needs of 
more children.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I feel that the current catchment 
areas have worked successfully 
for many years. For West End 
this helps to provided a mix of 
children from different socio 
economic backgrounds which 
helps the children’s 
understanding of others from a 
young age. West End is a 
successful school with staff who 
are specialised in teaching the 
primary age range and as such 
we are in the best position to 
serve the needs of our current 
catchment.

No, I do not agree I think that Meadowdale’s choice 
to become a primary school has 
put an unfair pressure on other 
schools who have served their 
community well. I do not believe 
that they have a right to reduce 
the catchment areas of other 
schools when there was no need 
for another primary school in the 
area and this should not have 
been approved in the first place.
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Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Due to Meadowdale no longer being an option there 
is the need for West End to expand its age range. 
West End is a proven good school, as a parent it is 
more than good. I fully support and am delighted my 
child has the potential to spend longer in their 
second to none school environment.

West End needs additional 
facilities and amenities. Size is not 
its advantage but more can be 
done to fund its future as a 
primary. It is crucial that the 
children's current outdoor play 
area is not reduced further, 
especially when higher age 
groups need to enjoy the space. 
Removal of the dinner hall is 
needed with a fit for purpose 
replacement,  additional floors 
need to be factored for new and 
existing buildings.   West End 
benefits from being in close 
proximity to other local schools,  
more needs to be done to allow 
West End children enjoy their 
extended outdoor areas, for PE, 
lessons and play.   Would staff be 
willing to sacrifice their carpark to 
allow more teaching or play 
space? There's a local carpark 
just a short walk away.   
Regardless of this consultation,  
West End falls behind in the 
provision of after school clubs and 
activities. They do not provide 
anywhere close to other local 
schools which provide this for 
ages from reception and above. 
This culture needs to be adopted 
by the school and becomes 
especially important when 
considering the additional year 
groups.   West End currently hosts 
a shared nursery facility  which I 
understand is excellent. However,
given the lack of space the school 
has, should this be located at 
West end for the benefit of 
others? Could this building not be 
solely for West End school and 
pre school children?

Can any expansion funding for 
West End allow it to mirror that of 
its peers? The nursery starting 
age ought to be the same as other 
schools. Whilst there is a local 
partnership in place  consideration 
needs to be taken for the children 
being able to secure an early 
place with just West End

Unable to comment NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree No for West End but yes for 
Whitley Memorial..... see next 
response

Yes, I agree With Meadowdale now being an 
option, I believe the West End and 
Meadowdale catchment area 
needs to be split as are in such 
close proximity.  I do not see the 
need for Whitley Memorial to 
change catchment areas as 
Meadowdale is far enough away 
to have any impact on them.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL None of the 
above

Diocesan Authority Yes, I agree As an underlying principle, the 
NDEB will seek to ensure the 
continuance of a thriving Church of 
England education in the 
Bedlington area, with 
parents/carers having the right and 
opportunity to choose that 
opportunity as a viable option for 
their children through Bedlington 
Whitley Memorial Church of 
England Primary School.    We are 
fully supportive of the governing 
body of Bedlington Whitley 
Memorial in their wish to move to 
become a 3-11 primary school.  
We echo the governing body’s 
concerns that as a result of some 
schools already being two-tier 
within the Bedlington area and the 
recent decision by Meadowdale 
Academy to change from a middle 
school to a primary school, this 
process is now having to be 
undertaken with some uncertainty 
and instability for both staff and 
parents as to how numbers in the 
existing first schools will be 
affected.

As a result of information shared 
by the Local Authority regarding 
birth rates and population in the 
Bedlington area we support the 
governing body’s wish to become 
a one form entry primary school 
with a PAN of 30 in the first 
instance.  This is a change from 
the proposal set out in the 
consultation that the school should 
move from a PAN of 54 to 45.  
However, in light of the governing 
body’s careful consideration of 
space, parking and staffing 
structures as well as the 
uncertainty in relation to pupil 
numbers outlined above we would 
agree that one form entry is 
preferable in order to ensure some 
certainty for staff and parents and 
sustainable management of 
classes going forwards.  If the 
school is consistently 
oversubscribed and numbers 
increase in the years following a 
change to primary, the NDEB 
supports the school reserving the 
right to increase its PAN up to the 
original proposal of 45 if required.  
As the school is a voluntary aided 
school and the governing body is 
its own admissions authority this 
could be done without consultation 
although of course would be 
carried out in discussion with the 
Local Authority if necessary.

We agree with governors that the 
EYFS provision at Bedlington 
Whitley Memorial is well 
established and run and that the 
improvements to the unit carried 
out in 2015 ensure a good 
environment for the children within 
the unit.  This is reflected in the 
recent Ofsted judgment.

The school has an increasing 
number of pupils who have 
special educational needs (SEN) 
and/or disabilities; currently, 
almost twice the national average. 
These children are integrated into 
the life of the school and individual 
needs are met within the school 
and through its links with the Local 
Authority and Diocese.  We will 
continue to support the school in 
ensuring these needs are met in 
co-operation with the Local 
Authority and through the Thrive 
Approach which has been 
adopted to support vulnerable 
pupils.

Yes, I agree We would strongly support the 
governing body’s request that the 
catchment area of Bedlington 
Whitley Memorial should remain 
the same as currently.  The 
community links and family 
connections with the school are 
vital to the local community and 
the catchment area also includes 
the Church and PCC, ensuring 
these groups are closely linked to 
their local Church of England 
school as required by the Section 
48 Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican and Methodist Schools 
Evaluation Schedule (SIAMS). 
We appreciate and acknowledge 
that parents will have a choice of 
primary schools within the local 
area and to ensure some stability 
and certainty for parents at an 
uncertain time we consider that 
existing catchment areas 
remaining the same will allow 
parents to exercise that choice in 
the way that best suits their family 
and circumstances.

No, I do not agree As above, community links and 
family connections with the school 
are vital to the local community 
and the catchment area also 
includes the Church and PCC, 
ensuring these groups are closely 
linked to their local Church of 
England school as required by the 
Section 48 Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican and Methodist Schools 
Evaluation Schedule (SIAMS). If 
the catchment remains the same, 
parents will have a choice of 
primary schools within the local 
area and to ensure some stability 
and certainty for parents at an 
uncertain time we consider that 
existing catchment areas 
remaining the same will allow 
parents to exercise that choice in 
the way that best suits their family 
and circumstances whereas a 
reduction would potentially restrict 
that choice.

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree Mixed classes do not work as well I believe NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL
NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Governor NULL Yes, I agree It is imperative that Bedlington 

becomes better at providing for 
our children. Having a 3 tier 
system when the rest of the 
partnership is 2 tier is not good for 
our children's education or 
wellbeing.

We have been asked by the LA to 
become 1 1/2 form entry with a 
PAN of 45. I think we should 
become 1FE with a PAN of 30. 
This is better for our children and 
better for the staff. Mixed classes 
will inevitably mean more work for 
all staff and will not be good for 
the mental health of some of the 
children. As a C of E voluntary 
aided school we could alter our 
PAN at a later date if birth rates 
increase and the number of 
children wishing to attend our 
school becomes greater.

Since the revamp of our EYFS 
unit in 2015 it has gone from 
strength to strength. We have 
experienced staff who embrace 
the Christian ethos of the school 
and care for and nurture the 
children while teaching. The unit 
itself benefits from a fantastic 
outdoor area with gardening 
areas, a mud kitchen and a well 
established forest school. As well 
as indoor areas with role play and 
quiet places to read.

Our SENco is fantastic! She is 
well qualified and while dealing 
with each child as an individual 
makes sure all children have their 
needs met. She has a great team 
of TAs around her who are well 
trained and always willing to learn. 
The thrive room is well used for 
those children who need a bit of 
time out of the classroom and all 
our staff were thrive trained by the 
diocese.  The SENco has good 
working relationships with all 
outside agencies and works with 
the LA and the diocese to get the 
best possible outcomes for our 
children

No, I do not agree All of the new housing being built 
in the town is in the west end. 
This means West End has a 
growing number of people in their 
catchment while Whiley in the 
east end has had the same 
number of houses to draw from 
for many years.

No, I do not agree If changes to catchments are to 
be made to accommodate 
Meadowdale then all schools 
should be given the whole of the 
town to draw from and allow 
parents to choose

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree The school provides a good curriculum and 
provision for the local community. Failing to change 
in what is now a 2 tier system would force the school 
to close.

I feel the change should be to 1 
form entry or 2 fo entry and not be 
looking at mixing age groups 
together. Sadly if my children’s 
classes were to be mixed age 
range I would be moving them into 
a different school.

N/A N/A NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Whitley memorial is a faith school 
and should not impact upon the 
area for west end first school.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale academy and West 
End first school with the new 
homes being built in the area 
should both have suitable intakes.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree With the proposal to move 
Meadowdale from a middle to a 
primary school, there will be no 
feeder school from the existing 
first schools to feed into, therefore 
I do not see this is a "option" but 
more of a necessity.  From 
attending the meeting at Whitley 
Memorial First School on the 8th 
May it was clear that structure of 
the education system in 
Bedlington is being forced to 
change from 3 tier to 2 tier by the 
removal of the middle school, 
while I accept that this is in line 
with most other regions in the 
country and in the longer term will 
align the schools with the syllabus 
flow, I feel this should be a 
structured and well thought out 
process rather than simply forcing 
the existing 3 tier infrastructure 
into a 2 tier system.

My concern regarding extending 
the age range is the availability of 
facilities for the older children, 
such as science, performing arts, 
sports.  I think this concern is 
borne from the comparison of a 
middle school facilities with a first 
school rather than other primary 
schools with a first school. It would 
be useful to see standard facilities 
in comparable primary schools to 
ensure that the facilities at Whitley 
would be in line..

My daughter currently attends the 
nursery school at Whitley, I am 
happy with the current provision, 
she attends 15 hours at Whitley 
and 15 hours at Little Angels, this 
is a great mix of environments 
which suit my daughter well, it 
also provided good flexibility 
around out of hours childcare

no No, I do not agree Once the decision to form 3 
primary schools has been taken, 
the catchment areas of the 3 
schools needs to be fairly 
distributed

Yes, I agree Once the decision to form 3 
primary schools has been taken, 
the catchment areas of the 3 
schools needs to be fairly 
distributed

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree Don't change something that has 
worked for many many years.

If there is no issues that children 
finishing whitely can then join the 
likes of meadowdale without any 
prejudice or issues then i believe 
Whitley should be left to how it is.

NULL NULL No, I do not agree There is not enough schools to 
accommodate the growing 
numbers of houses that are being 
built and I believe the catchment 
areas should be widened .

No, I do not agree It will make it harder for parents to 
get their children into their 
preferred choice of school. I don't 
think it should only factor where a 
child lives buy should also factor 
the parents work placement and 
main childcare resources for the 
child attending.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL
NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 

Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree This seems to be the only way 
forward in Bedlington now that 
Meadowdale has been given 
permission.

This school has a very strong 
ethos and a good reputation within 
Bedlington and I know this will 
continue as a Primary school. The 
school will need extra space to 
accommodate the new classes 
effectively.

The early years provision is 
provided in a setting which allows 
children to thrive. Provision needs 
to kept within the setting. It has a 
good reputation with staff who are 
caring and experienced within this 
age range.

The school works hard to ensure 
that individual needs are met.

Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree The questionnaire does not give 
any room to respond to the council 
proposal:  My view is that the 
current proposal to divide the 
admission numbers equally 
between the 2 schools is only 
serving to maintain the status of 
the 2 schools, one of the council 
officials mentioned "playing 
Switzerland", this process should 
be based on the best educational 
interest of the children affected 
and not on the best interest of the 
administration/management of the 
schools.  The only proposal 
currently in the document is PAN 
of 45 for both Whitley and West 
End. Other proposals should be 
considered, however difficult they 
maybe in the short term for the 
staff/management involved in 
order to establish the best primary 
education structure for Bedlington 
children.  I would suggest 
discussing:

Whitley West End Meadowdale Option 1 45 45 30 Option 2 60 30 30 Option 3      60 0 60  Option 1 is the current proposal which involves shared year group, I am opposed to this as I do not believe this gives the best educational or emotional outcome for the children, I am yet to see any study which show this.  Option 2 involves limited financial investment in Whitley to extend, this is possible through high quality portacabin classrooms which are widely used in other schools. From what I understand this would allow West End to continue on its current footprint without capital investment  Option 3 involves closing West End, this is the school with less scope to extend, the traffic situation on Bedlington High Street would be eased at school times, overall financially beneficial to move from 3 to 2 schools as fixed costs such as canteen facilities/head teachers/caretakers/facilities & utilities would all be reduced. The official from the council mentioned that there is a fixed budget for each school to cover these costs but as an overall cost to the taxpayer this would be more efficient financially.   My preference would be option 2 as I believe this offers a good mix of parental choice and also avoids mixed year classes. However option 3 should be considered taking into account the long term view of the education structure and also the long term future of Meadowdale, will there be a push to move from 30 children to 60 children should the popularity of the school demand it? My view would be that if Meadowdale can provide a high quality early years foundation in addition to its already superior facilities for older children this school would be a popular choice amongst parents.NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My child would have no where to go other than 
another primary once she reached 9 if they don’t

Where would extra children go 
school is some sam and old

The current nursery set up is 
amazing the new build has so 
much for the children

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree There is scope for all three 
schools in question to survive and 
succeed as primaries.

NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Catchment areas should be set to 
allow all schools a fair opportunity 
to complete their transformations 
and have a future as primaries.

Yes, I agree Catchments should be looked at 
to ensure their is allocation for all 
schools and no worry or pressure 
for parents to secure places. All 
schools can succeed together if 
they work together and are fair in 
their execution of plans.

Governor NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Should provide what’s best for 
educational needs

Yes, I agree See above



(Section1) Are you responding mainly as a(Section 1) What is 
your interest in this 
school?

(Section 1)1) Do you 
agree that the age 
range of Bedlington 
West End First School 
should be extended

(Section 1)Please provide the main reasons for 
your answer

(Section 1) 2) Do you have any 
further comments or views on 
the planned age range 
extension of West End First 
School?

(Section 1) 3) Do you have any 
comments on the organisation 
of the current early years 
provision?

(Section 1) 4) Do you have any 
views on how pupils with 
Special Educational Needs can 
be supported at West End First 
School?

(Section2) Are 
you 
responding 
mainly as a

(Section 2) What is your interest 
in this school?

(Section 2 1) Do 
you agree that the 
age range of 
Bedlington Whitley 
Memorial First 
School should be 
extended?)

(Section 2) Please provide the 
main reasons for your answer

(Section 2) 2) Do you have any 
further comments or views on 
the planned age range 
extension of Whitley Memorial 
First School?

(Section 2) 3) Do you have any 
comments on the organisation 
of early years provision at 
Whitley Memorial CE First 
School?

(Section 2) 4) Do you have any 
views on how pupils with 
Special Educational Needs can 
be supported?

(Section 3) 1)Do you 
believe catchment 
areas of Bedlington 
West End and 
Bedlington Whitley 
Memorial First 
Schools should 
remain?

(Section 3) Please provide the 
main reasons for your answer:

(Section 3)2) Do you believe 
there should be a reduction to 
the catchment areas?

er

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

NULL Yes, I agree Its an absolute disgrace that 
Bedlington is a combination of 2 
and 3 tier schools. It should all be 
the same but because of 
Meadowdale being an academy, it 
prevented the town from being just 
2 tier.

Extend the age range, but you 
should not limit the year groups to 
45 pupils, they should be able to 
have 2 full classes, 30 students in 
each class, but not mixed ages.   
Close Meadowdale Academy and 
prevent it from becoming a 
Primary - this would solve the 
problem of excess places in the 
town

NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree Shut Meadowdale to prevent the 
problem of excess spaces and 
allow West End and Whitley to 
become a 2 form primary

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree If Meadowdale becomes a primary school my son 
will have no middle school to go up to.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree The school is not big enough, and 
they will have to take the ICT suite 
and the creative rooms away to 
create classrooms. I also do not 
like the idea of mixed age 
teaching. Already people have 
10months on my child in her own 
year group and I do not want her 
mixed with older children.There's a 
difference in age vocubalary and 
discipline of some children in the 
school, already, so mixing it up 
could only make it worse. I also do 
not like that although the intake 
would be 45 children per year if u 
join the key stages together for 
example year 1 and 2 that's 90 
children divided over 3 classes.30 
children per class, more than the 
standard 27 children currently 
therefore increasing numbers. I'm 
not happy about this proposed 
change at all!.

NULL This will not affect my child. I will say that although the sendco 
teacher at the school does an 
excellent job,  however it is  at the 
detriment to the rest of  that 
teacher's class. They are 
expected to co-ordinate all the 
special education needs and 
meetings while being a full time 
year 3 teacher. I feel either a part 
time or full time sendco teacher is 
needed because this is vital for 
their learning and then the year 3 
teacher can either do that job or 
teach their year 3 pupils. I know 
this is probably a funding issue, 
but whitley has a high proportion 
of children needing assistance 
and the sendco role is very much 
needed.

NULL I have no preference because 
already people are in our school 
out of the catchment area. So I 
don't think it makes any 
difference to my opinion.

Yes, I agree I believe people outside the 
catchment area should not always 
be given preference. But I 
wouldn't want education to be 
compromised at the whitley if 
funding was decreased.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My children are very happy here. The teachers are 
very kind and care a lot about the children.

Lack of space needs to be more 
modern. Outdoor space is lacking.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree I would like to keep my children in 
this school and reducing class 
numbers will effect the children.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It is important that a church school 
is allowed to develop in line with 
other schools. There will be no 
provisions for these students if the 
extension is not granted.

I would be concerned about their 
ability to prepare students for the 
year 6 sats and would hope that a 
year 5-5 specialist would be 
employed.

No No Yes, I agree However it seems ridiculous that 
west end continues on their 
current site as it would make 
logical sense for these students 
to go to Meadowdale

Yes, I agree Meadowdale has the better 
facility’s and capacity for change

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree West End is a fabulous school, it is exciting that my 
child will potentially be able to stay there two 
additional years. In the absence of a local middle 
school available for four years it is essential for the 
extension at West End

Yes. Whilst West End is fantastic, 
its facilities are limited. It is 
essential that the school seeks 
additional space, really that is 
needed as a first school. The yard 
size cannot reduce. Classes need 
to have scope to be equipped with 
the facilities Meadowdale would 
have provided. Will there still be 
the ability to use other schools 
fields for sports?  West End does 
need to provide more in relation to 
out of school clubs, regardless of 
this consultation as is falling 
behind other Bedlington schools 
already. Is it time to question 
whether the new building should 
entirely belong to the school than 
the Partnership?

Nursery provision is shared, 
should the location of this be 
based in one of the other 
partnership schools to give West 
End more space to thrive without 
reducing what is already there

Unable to answer as not 
applicable to us

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Whitley should remain as is but 
West End reduce due to 
Meadowdale changes as there 
are in close proximity. I believe 
the current West End catchment 
should be shared with 
Meadowdale

Yes, I agree Just for West End to 
accommodate Meadowdale

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree This will bring clarity for parents. 
The school is a good school.

NULL I believe that the Early Years 
provision works well at Whitley.

NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree This will create more confusion for 
parents

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree The school is too small, and 
although their is no current plans 
to extend, if they did the noise and 
disruption to learning would not be 
good. When they extended the 
early years unit it took a long time 
and was very noisy. The idea of 
mixed capability classes is awful 
for the younger age group with 
some people nearly 2 years older 
than other children. There will be 
30 children per class, and a larger 
group is just not conducive to 
learning. Parents already do all the 
reading at home with their child 
because teachers and assistants 
have no time at school.So I just 
feel the facilities like ICT suite and 
creative rooms are being taken 
away to accommodate this. They 
might not be necessary but the 
kids love them areas. Are we 
going to have to purchase I-pads 
like meadowdale?. There's no 
science labs or music rooms like 
meadowdale, and if the land was 
to be built on u would be taking 
playing space away from the 
children, which is just awful! The 
hall is small and you could extend 
but that's costly and disruptive, so 
there would have yo be key stage 
assemblies organised or 
something different.

NULL Not applicable to my child. Yes, start by putting someone in a 
permanent position  and not the 
year 3 teacher, who is doing a 
good job but over worked with 
year 3 work and her extra 
responsibilties as sen assistant. 
Year 3 children are not always 
taught by their teacher due to 
these extra duties there teacher 
has.

Yes, I agree Although some children are 
already in the school outside 
catchment.

NULL I'm undecided decides how it 
would affect the whitley.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I agree the age should be 3-11 as 
children shouldn't have to keep 
moving schools. Its unsettling. 
Atleast this way there is only one 
move rather than 2 throughout 
school life.

NULL The early years department is fab, 
very supportive staff. Super 
learning too

NULL Yes, I agree I'm not fully aware of catchment 
area but it would be unfair to have 
non local families getting places if 
locals couldn't get a place

No, I do not agree NULL

Resident/Member of the community NULL NULL As Chair of a Governing Body of a primary school in 
Bedlington I don't have especially strong views on 
the age range extension proposed for Bedlington 
West End First School or Whitley Memorial.  I feel 
that in terms of the proposed age range extension it 
will not significantly affect our school (Stead Lane) 
as most of the children that come to our school live 
close by.

We feel that West End and 
Whitley Memorial should be given 
the opportunity to consider 
extension of their age ranges 
although ultimately this may cause 
competition for pupil numbers 
within that area as there will be a 
number of schools including West 
End and Whitley Memorial 
potentially seeking pupil numbers 
in an area with a declining birth 
rate.

NULL I feel decisions on SEN provision 
are for West End and Whitley 
Memorial but I hope that the 
current provision will continue if 
Whitley Memorial and West End 
become primary schools and 
where possible be enhanced

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL If West End and Whitley Memorial 
become primary schools then the 
catchment areas should be 
considered for change to ensure 
that each school has a potential 
catchment geography sufficient to 
provide pupil numbers to maintain 
viability of the schools going 
forward.

NULL As noted above if West End and 
Whitley Memorial become primary 
schools then the catchment areas 
should be considered for change 
to ensure that each school has a 
potential catchment geography 
sufficient to provide pupil numbers 
to maintain viability of the schools 
going forward.

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree Schools will be competing against eachother. Some 
parents like to have a choice of a First School or 
Primary. It is important to have these choices, as 
parents look at school performance in Sats, other 
relevant tests and also ofstead reports. You will be 
taking alot of the choice away.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

NULL Yes, I agree There is a need to change from a 
3 tier to 2 tier system in 
Bedlington, mainly driven by the 
changes made by the high schools 
who are actively recruiting student 
at year 7 instead of year 9.

No No No No, I do not agree There will be 4 primary schools 
available in Bedlington (if you 
include St Bede's) it's unfair to 
leave the catchment as it is and 
exclude Meadowdale.

Yes, I agree It should be fair amongst all of the 
schools, Meadowdale are taking 
the only action they have available 
to them given the moves made by 
the high schools.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree Parents like to have the 
opportunity to decide of their child 
goes to a First School or Primary 
School.  The Bedlington 
community has a good variety as 
it, and parents like the way things 
the things are at the moment.

NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Leave catchment areas as they 
are, or ALL schools will be 
fighting for pupils. This will create 
a bad atmosphere between 
schools and totally wreck the 
good working relationships all 
schools have worked hard to gain

No, I do not agree Do NOT accommodate an 
Academy. Stop bending over for 
them, and keep catchment as it is!

Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree As a one tier school as not enough space and 
provision for any more. Need to invest heavily in 
facilities e.g. lunchtime provision, outside space, 
toilet/changing facilities for PE, wider curriculum 
activity.

No I do not feel there is enough 
space. They are already crammed 
into the school.

They need to have support 
dependent on their individual 
needs. West End needs to be an 
inclusive school for all.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I think a catchment area should 
be made for Meadowdale so 
parents have a clear view. This 
should all fit into a wider plan for 
Bedlington catchment area.

Yes, I agree To give parents clear guidance. 
Ultimately parents choice of 
school provision should be 
allowed where there are spaces 
available.

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree The building is old and cramped and there will be 
plenty provision elsewhere.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Change to make sure all schools 
in Bedlington have numbers to 
continue their work

Yes, I agree All schools should be able to 
thrive to give parents a wide 
choice

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My child is already settled. Whitley 
has been a loving and nurturing 
place for all 3 of my children. I 
personally had a primary and I 
loved it this way! The lack of 
transport for my child would be a 
NIGHTMARE! This school is very 
adaptable and show time and time 
again they are capable with high 
numbers and finding space to suit 
everyone’s needs.

NULL NULL My son is autistic and has been 
very well supported by the school 
SENKO. All teachers have 
supported my son with the 
sensitivity and encouragement he 
needs! I couldn’t feel more relaxed 
having my son at this school

Yes, I agree There are schools either end and 
in the middle and there’s always a 
chance to protest if parents are 
given the their chosen school

NULL NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree I believe all 3 schools converting 
to primary should work together to 
support each other in this 
transition to ensure the children of 
Bedlington have the best possible 
primary education provision.

NULL NULL NULL NULL I believe the catchment areas for 
all 3 schools changing to 
primaries should be as wide as 
possible to our greater parental 
choice of school. Each school will 
have something different to offer 
and parents should have the 
opportunity to pick the school 
which best suits their child's 
needs.

NULL NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL No, I do not agree Think things should stay the way 
they are. Also there are going to 
be three primary schools which I 
doubt there’s enough children to 
cover all three schools

I do not think things should go a 
head,I think things should stay 
exactly the way they are

We already have an early years 
provision which is working exactly 
the way it should so why should 
things be changed

We support all different kinds of 
children at the Whitley school and 
there is plenty of staff to support 
their needs

Yes, I agree As there not going to be enough 
children to cover three primary 
schools in the area as there’s 
already other primary schools 
present at Bedlington.

No, I do not agree No I think things should just stay 
the way they are we have enough 
children following through a 
school which works perfect.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My child is very happy and excited 
to attend this well organised 
school. She would rather stay in 
familiar surroundings (even though 
it will be going through change), 
than go to a new school, with 
unfamiliar teachers, environment 
and also undergoing changes.

I would not be satisfied with mixed 
age class rooms - I think it would 
benefit the younger pupils who are 
encouraged and strive to be like 
the older pupils. More academic 
pupils may not be challenged 
enough and if very able to do the 
work, may end up having to help 
the younger ones to catch up. 
They would soon become bored, 
disheartened, disruptive.

It is very structured and 
established unit. They do well to 
prepare the children to the 
required for main school.

A designated unit or designated 
teacher at times. It is not always 
beneficial for SEND pupils to be 
sat in a classroom having to 
act/learn like non SEND pupils. 
They may have different learning 
styles or need new learning 
approaches to facilitate their 
learning.

No, I do not agree Catchment areas may need to be 
extended as competition for the 
school's increases. Need to try to 
maintain a steady number of 
admissions, helped by extending 
where they are sourced.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale already has a larger 
catchment (unfair advantage) than 
both other schools combined.
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(Section 1) 2) Do you have any 
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the planned age range 
extension of West End First 
School?
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Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree The school has a proven track record with very 
experienced staff.  Many members of the teaching 
staff have previous primary experience and will be 
able to effectively deliver a primary curriculum.  
Ofsted have recently rated our school as 'Good'. 
They have confirmed the children make good 
progress and achieve well by the time they leave at 
the end of Year 4. Expanding the age range will 
ensure the children have an easier transition to 
secondary education rather than  unnecessary 
additional changes into middle school or an 
alternative primary and then on to high school.

NULL Our school early years provision 
works in close partnership with 
Westend Pre-School, Trinity 
Nursery, Trinity Youth Association 
and St Bede's RC School and has 
been nationally recognised as 
good working practice.  We 
opened a purpose built nursery in 
September 2018 which is also 
used by West End Pre-School and 
Trinity Youth and we work closely 
together to enable our eligible 3 
year old children to access wrap 
around 30 hours free child care. 
The Early Years team are 
constantly striving to improve the 
facilities including the outdoor 
areas.

Children with SEN are supported 
well at West End First School and 
children with any additional needs 
are quickly identified and 
provision put in place for them.  
We have a very experienced 
SENCo at West End along with 
our Headteacher and Deputy 
Headteacher who both have 
considerable expertise in SEN 
provision. Given the opportunity 
and additional resources, I believe 
West End could develop their 
SEN provision and become a lead 
provider in the area.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree The current catchment area is 
adequate for the school and 
changing the catchment area 
would provide an inequality to the 
range of children we would 
attract.

No, I do not agree As above.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Whitley 
Memorial Staff  
Member

NULL Yes, I agree I feel Whitley Memorial has no 
choice but to extend the age range 
with Meadowdale going primary 
and both High Schools being 
secondary. it is very difficult to 
have 2 different formats of school 
in Bedlington. However I disagree 
strongly that Meadowdale should 
become primary when we have 
enough primary schools in the 
area .Personally I feel the best 
option was for them to go to a 
senior school as both our High 
schools have been identified as 
needs improving by Ofsted.

I feel Whitley is well equipped to 
cater for children up to Year 6 , we 
have extensive beautiful grounds 
and a capacity to have more 
classrooms in school.

Our Early Years provision is 
excellent , we have a large Early 
years block and outdoor areas 
which are accessed every day by 
the children . We have had lots of 
positive feedback on the way we 
teach our Early Years children.

I feel Special Needs are very well 
catered for at Whitley Memorial, 
We have an excellent SENDCO 
who ensures our children are well 
looked after.

Yes, I agree We can cater for all the children 
wishing to come to Whitley with 
the catchment area as it is. We 
are nearly full and still have 
enquiries for places.

No, I do not agree I strongly disagree that the 
catchment area should be 
changed to accomodate 
Meadowdale. This will ultimately 
mean that Whitley will lose 
children to Meadowdale which is 
very upsetting as we have been a 
good performing first school for 
years with family members 
coming through year after year.  
Meadowdale is a lovely school 
and both my children have gone 
there, but it is a good middle 
school and has no track record of 
being good from nursery to Year 
4.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Provides a clearer school structure 
for the students, although this was 
mainly a concern for my eldest 
child moving to high school rather 
than moving from first to middle.  I 
feel this has all come about due to 
the high schools changing their 
admissions and therefore the other 
schools in Bedlington need to 
react.  My preference would have 
been to remain 3 tier.

NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Parents should be able to choose 
which school they send their child 
to and catchment areas can 
restrict this.

NULL I just don't think we need 
catchments, as mentioned above.  
Parents should have the choice of 
where to send their children to 
school.

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree Don’t see the need for another primary school if 
Meadowdale are to become one.  The school is old, 
falling apart and has no space or facilities for larger 
children.  There is also no room for expansion on 
this site whereas there is at the Meadowdale site.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL Yes, I agree They have better facilities and 
larger site

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

NULL No, I do not agree Bedlingtonshire Community High 
School was "extended" to include 
what was West Sleekburn Middle 
School it resulted in many 
teachers leaving and more 
students being crammed into the 
same size class and dining spaces 
with fewer staff members watching 
over them. Whilst it can mean less 
disruption for children to move 
schools a fewer number of times it 
means more children in the same 
size building which can be 
claustrophobic and often causes 
more noise, cramped spaces, less 
one-on-one help for people who 
might need it and younger 
children's behaviour becoming 
worse as they try to copy older 
children acting out because of 
frustration at being crammed in.

More children means the budgets 
have to stretch further which can 
mean less equipment and hinder 
the schools ability to provide 
extracurricular activities and off-
site learning.

NULL Provisions need to be made to 
ensure teachers don't feel pushed 
out of their roles so that children 
who need one-on-one help are 
still able to access it.

Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I feel that the education delivered by this school to 
children in the Bedlington area, including both of my 
own children, has always been to a very high 
standard and my children thrived in an environment 
that challenged and nurtured them to reach their full 
potential.  They have moved on throughout the 
education system within Bedlington to build on the 
strong educational foundation provided by West End 
First school, who have developed their individual 
characters and given them skills that will last them a 
lifetime.  They love/d their time at this school, whose 
teaching staff have a vast amount of experience and 
I cannot speak highly enough of all of them.  The 
ethos of the school encourages them all to try, never 
accept failure and keep persevering - very important 
lessons in today's world.  The teaching staff always 
amaze me as to how they work within the confines 
of what is available to them yet still make the 
curriculum interesting and varied, yet still taking into 
account he issues faced by the demographic within 
the area.  It was no surprise to me that their last 
inspection was so positive and showed that the work 
of the staff within West End is visible to anyone who 
goes into the school.   They have a close 
partnership with those offering early years education 
for children coming into the school and can now 
offer a fantastic starting point for the children in the 
town. In my opinion, to extend the age range of this 
school to upper Key Stage 2 would only benefit the 
children in the Bedlington and offer a continuity in 
their education, building on the fantastic work they 
already do and prepare the children for the move to 
secondary school.

NULL As noted above the new building 
and extended provision appears 
to have added to the success of 
the school.

My understanding from the Ofsted 
inspection is that these pupils 
receive the best possible care and 
attention for their SEN, something 
that the school were praised for 
when visited recently.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree The current catchment areas 
serve both schools appropriately 
and I see no reason to change 
these.

No, I do not agree My understanding is that 
Meadowdale academy has 
decided to change to Primary 
without the support of the local 
authority, when there is already a 
surplus of primary places 
available.  I believe that by 
reducing the catchment of West 
End this would limit the number of 
children who would be considered 
eligible to attend a very successful 
school with a proven track record 
for the work that they do - 
something that Meadowdale does 
not have!

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

NULL Yes, I agree So clear pathway for parents I believe they should be a one tier 
school to avoid extensive 
extension to fit in pupils up to 11.

How will they have expertise for 
year 5 and 6? Meadowdale 
Academy has a brilliant record of 
developing children at this age to 
perform well at SATs, how will this 
be done by Whitley who have no 
experience. This is a worry.

On an individual one to one basis. 
Whitley should be an inclusive 
school.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale should be given a 
catchment area to enable parents 
to have clear guidance. Ultimately 
parents choice of where to send 
child should prevail if there are 
spaces available.

Yes, I agree See answer above

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree If West End First School was not given primary 
status then it would have no option but to close in 
the too-near future. West End is a fantastic school 
and my daughter has thrived since being there. This 
proposal, however, is just because Meadowdale 
Academy is already going through the change from 
middle to primary.

West End and First School and 
Meadowdale should combine 
schools and be based at 
Meadowdale’s site. West End 
already has the provision, expert 
staff and brand new building for 
pre-school and early years, as 
well as future intakes of children 
already lined up, and Meadowdale 
already has the expertise for 
upper Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 
3 teaching. This would be a far 
better solution than giving two 
more schools (in addition to St. 
Bede’s Primary) primary status - 
they all must be within half a mile 
radius of one another.   West End’
s site is too small to accommodate 
the change to primary alone. 
Combine West End First School 
and Meadowdale.

Brilliant with very knowledgeable, 
specialist staff.

No NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree I do not feel Meadowdale 
Academy should be 
accommodated by either school. 
The Academy went against NCC’s 
advice and sought their own 
approval to become a primary 
without giving its neighbouring 
schools and not to mention the 
community a second thought.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think it would be more beneficial 
to my child's educational needs

NULL NULL My child had special education 
needs in early years and has had 
excellent support

Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree It's reducing the opportunity for 
children to go to to the same 
school as their siblings

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Staff member of 
other school

NULL Yes, I agree I think we have a great school and 
children would benefit from the 
amazing teaching that school 
provides. Whitley also has the 
space.

NULL Whitley has a great purpose built 
early years unit. I would have 
loved my children to have 
benefitted from.

We already support special needs 
massively with lots of children 
having 1-1 assistants and then we 
are also implementing thrive 
sessions.

No, I do not agree There should be wider catchment 
area parents should be able to 
choose.

No, I do not agree NULL

Staff member of other school NULL Yes, I agree I believe the 3 schools converting to primaries will be 
stronger for working together to provide excellent 
educational provision for the children of Bedlington. 
Each school will be able to offer something different 
giving parents more choice.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL I believe the catchment areas of 
the 3 schools changing to 
primaries should be as open as 
possible to give parents choice in 
choosing the particular school 
that is right for their child and their 
family.

NULL NULL

Resident/Member of the community NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL
Member of West End  First Staff NULL Yes, I agree West End First School is a well established school 

within the local community. It is well respected by 
pupils past and present and always strives to 
provide its pupils with the best possible learning 
outcomes within a friendly, nurturing and supportive 
environment. We do everything we can to ensure 
each and every pupil fulfills their potential and 
leaves us as a confident, caring, well rounded citizen 
of the future. Extending the age range will enable us 
to extend this ethos, and build on the solid 
foundations we build throughout the school, to 
ensure that our children thrive in this environment 
until the end of Key Stage 2. Our staff are well 
placed to deliver yr5/6 curriculum and are all Primary 
trained, many with previous experience of teaching 
older age ranges than currently offered  at the 
school. Providing continuity within the Key Stage, 
rather than moving schools, will provide a secure 
and stable learning environment for the children, 
within a setting they are comfortable with. The 
children will already know the high expectations we 
have for them, and the rules and routines which 
support them in their education.

Families feel welcome and are a 
valued part of their child's 
education at West End. We have 
experienced staff to support 
families through times when they 
need more support and many 
access this regularly or at specific 
times of need.

We have worked incredibly hard 
to build the West Bedlington Early 
Years Partnership, which has 
received many accolades, 
between West End Preschool,
Trinity youth group and ourselves 
in our new purpose built building. 
This allows us to offer flexible 
nursery provision and child care 
from as young as 2 (when the 
children can enter the partnership 
with West End Preschool before 
moving to our care after 3). This 
allows us to build strong working 
relationships with families and 
these deepen and strengthen as 
the children move through the 
school. Adding an extra two years 
in our care can only be seen as an 
advantage! As one of the Nursery 
teachers I am very proud of the 
hard work we have put into 
building up this new Early Years 
Partnership. It is flexible, effective, 
and constantly evolving, growing 
and improving. Our strength is in 
our ability to adapt to new 
situations with a 'solution based' 
attitude. We would like you to 
consider extending the age range 
of West End First School to 3-11 
to reflect that we are part of the 
school, and to become maintained 
in the same way. The age range 
we offer is not fairly represented in 
the consultation document due to 
the current situation of Community 
Powers.

We are flexible and accommodate 
each child's needs well despite 
our limited free space. With more 
space we would be even better 
placed to provide a suitable 
environment for different learning 
needs.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Even with the current catchment 
area,  the number of children in 
Bedlington, and therefore on our 
school roll, is falling. To reduce 
the size of this catchment would 
be detrimental to our well 
established, community based 
school.

No, I do not agree Meadowdale Academy will be 
creating a surplus of school 
places for the number of children 
available in the area.
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Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree The staff are fantastic and both my children love 
going. I would like to see this school extended and 
continue to get the fantastic tuition they currently are 
getting.

I do not want my children to be in 
Mixed age classes. I feel this 
would have a detrimental effect on 
their learning

None None NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL

Resident/Member of the community NULL No, I do not agree would it not make more sense to close the school 
and move all pupils to Meadowdale Primary when it 
is approved. This would then save NCC money and 
would allow for great teaching provision by merging 
the staff into Meadowdale too

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree West End should be closed and 
all staff and pupils merged into 
the new Meadowdale primary 
which would save NCC money 
but also improve the teaching in 
the school from the transfer of 
staff

No, I do not agree see above answer

Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I think extending the age could be very intimidating 
for young ones

NULL I love how West End works well 
currently classes are evenly split 
and the children are well 
lookedafter

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree It works well with the intake. 
Could be extended to the hole of 
Bedlington

No, I do not agree NULL

Governor NULL Yes, I agree The school has been part of the Bedlington 
community for a very long time. It has provided the 
children of Bedlington with a great start to their 
education and is ready to continue their journey to 
high school. It has consistently provided the children 
with the support they need and this is backed up by 
recent ofsted reports rating the school as good. 
There is a good mix of teaching experience who will 
easily adapt to the change. This will also assist the 
wellbeing of the children with much less upheaval.

NULL NULL West End has a great working 
relationship with the local area. 
The school already has the 
qualified staff which children make 
good progress. The school has a 
good reputation and is also willing 
to look at change by way of an 
ASO unit which will further 
enhance the school but also have 
a huge impact on the children 
concerned.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Could cause negative impact 
within the community with siblings 
possibly having to attend different 
schools.

No, I do not agree I do believe this will impact on the 
education of the children as both 
West End and Whitley provide the 
local expertise and for this to 
continue the catachments area 
must not change.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I believe it would be the most suitable and least 
disruptive way my daughter would continue her 
education

NULL I have not used the new early 
years facility for my own child but 
have only heard good things from 
other parents

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree As you plan to reduce intake on 
these sites I believe it would work 
well and keep things as simple as 
possible going forward, I would 
not wish my child to suddenly find 
herself no longer within a 
catchment area

No, I do not agree Meadowdale chose to become a 
primary school based on current 
intake and catchment with the 
belief that they would attract 
students therefore this should 
remain.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Son is happy here NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Children yet to be closer to 
people they live close to, this will 
help form bonds.

NULL NULL

Resident/Member of the 
community

NULL Yes, I agree Keep the children stable through school with less 
change

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree It just works NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think this would benefit my child as I don't think she 
is ready for meadowdale yet

NULL NULL As a parent with a child who 
needs help throughout school I 
think there should be more time 
for the children one - one with 
their special needs teacher.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree I think that the reduction should 
stay the same and give parents 
more choice on where their child 
goes.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Less change for children NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL
Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Children need routine, school is a safe place for a 

child which they can grow. This school is a brilliant 
school which both children have vastly improved and 
developed. This needs to happen for the best intrest 
of the child.

NULL NULL My child doesn't have special 
needs but does need support due 
to what she has been through. 
The support from the staff and the 
extra classes are first class and 
really show in her development.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I agree if the schools are made in 
to primary schools

No, I do not agree As per previous point if schools 
are made into primary schools

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Best outcome for our children. Carry on good 
standards acheivements made by children and staff 
at West End.

School could do with access to 
more outdoor space/field 
equipment

NULL I feel school would be supportive 
and give all children equal 
opportunites and help them strive 
to their own abilities.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree Parents should have choice of 
schools, catchment area isn't that 
big for West End to justify making 
if smaller 

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree All my children went to this school the level of 
learning is brilliant and staff are excellent

NULL I am happy with children going 
from young age all the way 
through

I have a child with additional 
needs and he thrived in this 
school with the support.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think this would be a great plan as I myself have 
attended this school and my children. The staff have 
been fantastic throughout all my children schooling 
and I would continue to keep my child here.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I am very happy with the school, all my 3 children 
have attended, I feel very comfortable my children 
been here

NULL I am happy with the children going 
from a small age all the way 
through

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Better transition for the kids. Love the school NULL Brilliant , the children love the 
teachers

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I want my son to stay here because he knows the 
school and the layout. The teachers have known him 
since he was little and look after him. He has his 
friends here and I don't want him to start again.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Brilliant school. Teachers and support staff that care 
for the children and my other son went to the middle 
school and had problems straight away with bullying

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Meadowdale would dilute the 
intake of West End and I feel 
West End is the best in the area.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My son currently in year two is settled here at West 
End I think the big change will be a big impact on my 
sons life.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I think it should stay the same No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My daughter is happy and settled in this school. I 
would also hate for this school to be shut down

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My child has been at West End since apple class 
and I would like her to continue her school journey at 
West End. We have built a good relationship with 
teachers and this will be key as she progesses 
through school

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I think they should remain how 
they are

No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think it is a great idea because it means the 
children will be settled in one school until they need 
to move to secondary school

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree The catchment area for B West 
End is small enough

No, I do not agree I think the catchment area is fine 
as it is. I think meadowdale would 
be better as a secondary school 
as there is only two in the area 
birth rates are dropping so there 
isn't as many students to fill 
primary schools.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It would be a great opportunity and would provide a 
settled environment to learn all the way up to high 
school without the inconvenience of changing 
schools.

Having a continuation in West End 
first school till 11 would aid in 
poverty proofing as it would save 
having to buy 3 different uniforms 
for 3 different schools

Fantastic learning environment, 
cosy setting with a friendly warm 
family orientated school

More money to employ SEN 
teachers

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It would be good to stay in West and then straight to 
one school instead of 3 different schools

NULL I am happy with the current 
provision at West End first school

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I believe it should stay the same 
as it works how it is

No, I do not agree I would prefer it to stay the same

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I think would be great idea to extend the primary 
school, I feel my daughter would benefit from this.

NULL I am quite happy the way it is it's 
structured and organised

I am happy with how West End 
supports 'SEND'

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I would like it to stay the same, as 
I think its a better idea knowing 
you can get a choice rather than 
being narrowed down to one 
school.

No, I do not agree I think it should stay the same

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Continuity for each child developing further in the 
same school

NULL Happy with the way it is at the 
moment 

Additional support where needed 
possible to keep inclusion in the 
school

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Parents should continue to have 
a choice about what school they 
want their child to attend.

No, I do not agree Parents should continue to have a 
choice

Parent/carer NULL NULL Unsure - there's pros and cons, size of school. What 
would happen with class sizes. Dinner times if 
younger children feel intimidated

NULL I would highly recommend it to 
others

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I think the catchchment area 
should be up to the parents

NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I dont agree with the changing the age range from 4-
11 years, I feel it would be better to stay how it is

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I think it should be allowed by the 
parent to choose a school and not 
depend on where they live

No, I do not agree I don't believe the catchment area 
should change

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I agree because I think West End would become a 
brilliant primary, my main concern is the eary years 
section as to what specialist area the double has

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree Parents choice

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It is very handy and a fantastic school. My child is 
very happy here so i'd rather my child be here longer

I just hope it stays open. Think we 
also have family friendly school 
and all children get the help they 
need. No matter what level they're 
on

NULL I think the school offers all that 
they need for special education 
They go above and beyond 

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Gives you an open choice No, I do not agree I think it should be an open choice

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree While I prefer a 3 tier system, I want my child to 
remain at West End as this is a fabulous school so I 
would prefer this to be 4-11 primary school

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree As a parent it would give us the 
choice

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Very good school. Good facility. West End is like a 
community

I think it is excellent Fantastic Staff are very experienced with 
special needs and tailor learning 
to the individual child needs

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree It gives you a choice No, I do not agree I think it should be left the same 
as everyone has the same choice. 
If this was reduced it would restrict 
the parents children.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree The school is an excellent school and I would like 
my son to stay at West End rather than move to 
such a larger more daunting school

NULL Ran brilliantly and never had any 
issues would highly recommend

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree West End is a wonderful school, my son in yr 1 has 
progessed so much since he started and my 
daughter in nursery absolutely loves it

I've heard rumours of classes with 
mixed age children in which I think 
I would need more convincing of

My daughter absolutely loves the 
nursery. Staff are lovely I've 
started to play before and think 
the children benefit so much from 
the way it is ran

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Im strongly against reducing 
catchment area and think it 
should possibly be extended so 
that more people can come to this 
lovely school

No, I do not agree I think its more beneficial for 
parents to be able to choose 
where their children go

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Fuly support this decision NULL NULL More support for special 
educational needs and more 
provisions

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL Yes, I agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree Safety of children have to be considered when 
mixing with such a large age range

NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree Not comfortable with children 
mixing with children twice their 
own age

NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Current process doesn't seem to 
cause any issues

No, I do not agree Not current issues as far as I am 
aware

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I'm happy with teaching at West End and believe the 
teachers have areas of expertise in Primary 
Education. I'm a parent of two children and want to 
have my children in the same school

After personal experience of 
attending several schools I want 
my children to have a strong 
primary rather than more 
transitions over to middle schools 
etc

I think the brand new building is 
lovely and I love the teachers in 
nursery. I like how the teacher has 
taught both my children and have 
built fab relationships with both.

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree Parents should be given a choice 
as to where they want their 
child/children to go depending on 
how they believe is the best 
school for their children

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My child would remain at this school till high school NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL
Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree All local school benefit from primary schools NULL The school provides great 

facilities, helping both kids and 
adults

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I would rather analyize see through the years in one 
school and same friends

NULL NULL Fab with the help of my son from 
early years

NULL NULL NULL NULL nuLL nuLL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree No because kids would be split up

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Great staff. Both my children have enjoyed their 
learning experience here

Concerned about lack of outdoor 
facilities/space for increased 
number of children

It is highly organised and the 
children prosper with rich 
curriculum 

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I think parents should have free 
choice

No, I do not agree Free choice

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My child is settled here and I would not want to 
disrupt her learning

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I believe parents should have a 
choice

No, I do not agree Same as #1

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Good quality school, good quality teaching happy 
and safe children. Help keep open one of the oldest 
school in Bedlington

Fully support school NULL Specifically trained teachers NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I agree to some extent to open up more options for 
parents my only concern is that how will you 
accomodate all children for staying on and what 
facilities you will have if it goes ahead

NULL I appreciate due to limited space 
you don't offer forest school at 
west end but I think if you are able 
to find a way it would add to their 
learning like other schools offer

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Security and continuity for the children. Proven track 
record. Transition from nursery early years/breakfast 
club

Only concern - space Fantastic provisions NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree New house already being built 
within the catchment which will 
impact

No, I do not agree Large farm area with no plans (as 
of yet) to build

Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I just feel Bedlington is growing larger and larger and 
no new schools being built. Plus why should things 
change

Don't know if there is plans to 
extend school. Just feel the school 
will be bursting at the seams

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree Well as my grandson is at this 
school if children are allowed 
outside the catchment area if my 
family expands they may not all 
attend school at the same time

Yes, I agree School is full now plus teachers 
need to spend time on children 
larger classes less time spent

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree Yes as it is in competition with the other first schools 
who are planning to change to a primary west end 
needs to stay open

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL
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Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My daughter has a stable environment here and 
would seem a shame to have her move into a 
middle school, then high school. It's a lot less 
change which can upset some children

If west end changed to primary I 
would definitely be sending my 
other children here as it is the best 
long term solution

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL NULL NULL

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I have every confidence in the teaching staff at west 
end school. My daughter is thriving in a very positive 
and happy environment. I believe extending the age 
range to 11 will benefit her and other children who 
attend this school

I have every confidence that the 
school will be able to deliver what 
is proposed

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree NULL No, I do not agree The catchment areas should 
remain the same to accomodate 
equally throughout the area

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree It will be easier for the children, not 
moving schools and in the same 
class as their friends for a longer 
time the two way system is much 
easier for the children and parents

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree If it makes the system easier to 
work then yes

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree This would be the most clear educational pathway 
for my children and it minimises disruption to their 
education

The school is fantastic and my 
children are very happy. Two 
more years in such a good school 
is a great prospect

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree This continues to allow parents to 
apply to their school of choice in 
the local area

No, I do not agree That would mean the amount of 
students wishing to apply to west 
end and whitley would be 
reduced, affecting the funding and 
resources that are made available 
to these schools.

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree My children have (and continue to) receive an 
excellent education at west end. I believe that it is in 
the best interests of the community for west end to 
extend their age range to primary to continue to give 
our children the best education 

West end has a proven track 
record of providing good quality 
education and I believe they are in 
a very strong position to extend 
this to yr 5 and 6

I feel strongly that the west 
bedlington partnership is a 
strength of the area. I believe that 
it is situated in the right place with 
a strong collaborative group 
leading it to offer high qulaity EY 
provision

I would like to see west end given 
the opportunity to further 
strengthen SEN provision through 
fudning opps etc to build on the 
excellent work they already do

NULL NULL Yes, I agree Alongside west end potentially 
becoming a priamry I believe it 
would offer clear educational 
routes for children in term

NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree I believe that altering catchment 
areas (to accomodate 
meadowdale primary) would 
significantly damage both west 
end and whitley who have both 
offered good quality education 
and seriously put at risk the future 
of west end and whitley

No, I do not agree previous response

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree All my children either attend or have attended the 
West End First school. They all receive an excellent 
education where the staff I feel go above and 
beyond. The West End sets the bar in providing an 
excellent environment for all children. 

With the West End having a 
proven track record whilst 
implementing and maintaining 
high standards West End is in 
perfect position offering a strong 
platform to increase the age range 
into Y5 & 6. 

I feel strongly that the EY 
provision offers a strong and 
unique start to a childs education 
where there has recently been 
significant investment on site. The 
West End have developed and 
maintained strong links in this. 

To my knowledge West End 
support children and families 
within the school. 

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree By reducing the catchment areas 
to both schools, this would have a 
significant impact to the detriment 
to both. Bedlington does not need 
another Primary School especially 
with no proven track record. 
Meadowdale Academy staff have 
no expertise in the early years 
stages, which would be a huge 
disadvantage. As West End is the 
only maintained school, the local 
authority should be supporting 
West End and reject 
Meadowdales proposal in its 
entirety. I am suprised and 
disappointed that this has not 
happended yet. 

NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Resident/Memb
er of the 
community

Resident/Member of the 
community

Yes, I agree However, I am concerned about 
access to the school and the 
increased congestion in local 
streets as the result of the 
increased attendance. The litter 
and the quantity of cars are 
already choking the surrounding 
streets.

NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree To prevent additional parent 
transportation responsibilities or 
increase school transportation 
and access

Yes, I agree Any reduction in congestion from 
inconsiderate parents would be 
welcome

Parent/carer NULL No, I do not agree I believe children after Y4 should move to a Middle 
School and be around older children rather than 
staying in a primary and being around younger ones. 

NULL Fantastic school, has a fantastic 
feeling and teachers and staff who 
care about the pupils

One to One provision if available NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL No, I do not agree I do not agree with Meadowdale 
becoming a primary in the first 
instance, it is too much for a 
young child to jump after year 6 to 
high school when they have only 
been surrounded by effectively 
first school children. West End is 
an outstanding first school and 
because it has been a first school 
for many years it is far better 
equipped than Meadowdale to 
teach primary school children 
therefore their catchment area 
should not be reduced. 

Parent/carer NULL Yes, I agree I have 3 children that all attend West End (my 
youngest is at pre-school and will be in reception 
from September 19). My children and I love the 
school and the education standard is brilliant. It 
makes far more sense to keep the children in one 
establishment until they move to senior school. 

I only wish my daughter in Year 4 
had the opportunity to stay. 

My son attends at the moment. 
When the building first opened 
and they merged with playgroup it 
was a bit chaotic,however it's 
calmed down as new routines 
have been implemented

No experience of this NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL Yes, I agree They both serve the same areas, 
so I see no reason to extend or 
reduce the catchment based on 
the birth rate decline highlighted 
on page 3

No, I do not agree As per my previous comment, no I 
don't believe this should change - 
if anything it could be extended 
now there is an extra school 
offering education to this age 
range. 
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