NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE

At the meeting of the Licensing Committee held at Meeting Space - Block 1, Floor 2 County Hall on Wednesday, 9 March 2022 at 3.45 pm.
PRESENT
JI Hutchinson (Chair) (in the Chair)

MEMBERS
J Foster
C Hardy
S Lee
C Seymour
M Swinbank

B Gallacher
C Humphrey
A Sharp
A Wallace
OFFICERS

H Bowers
T Hardy
N Masson

Democratic Services Officer
Licensing Manager
Legal Services Manager (Deputy Monitoring
Officer)
Head of Housing & Public Protection
Business Compliance and Public Safety
Manager

P Soderquest
D Wilson

6

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Beynon, Cessford,
Ferguson, Nisbet. And Parry.
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MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Tuesday 24
August 2021, as circulated be confirmed as a true record and signed by the
Chair.
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REPORTS OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING AND PUBLIC PROTECTION
1.

Statement of Licensing Policy

Members were advised that licensing authorities were required to prepare and
publish a statement of its licensing policy every 5 years and under obligation to
reconsult on policy statements every 5 years.
The policy was scheduled to be revisited in 2020, but due to the impact of Covid
restrictions, it had been impossible to adequately progress with the consultation.
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Under the circumstances, the Home Office had agreed that the process could be
extended.
Consultation with the trade had taken place last year and the responses received
were within the report documentation. General amendments had been made to
the policy to update it in relation to changes on legislation and guidance.
If members approved the document in its revised form, approval would be sought
from full Council.
Comments were raised in relation to parish and town councils not being consulted
on, the consultation timescale and the Pubwatch Scheme.
It was explained the Council did not have a statutory function to consult with
parish and town councils and the legislation of the Licensing Act was clear that
the Council would be acting beyond its authority to do so.
Consultation had been carried out following guidance set out by the Department
for Business, Innovation and Skills.
The Pubwatch Scheme was operated by Northumbria Police, which the Council
supported. The Council had a strong working relationship with licensed premises
and the police, particularly where there was greater grounds for concern.
The recommendations set out in the report were proposed by Councillor
Hutchinson and seconded by Councillor Hardy and unanimously agreed.
RESOLVED that:1. The outcome of the consultation exercise be noted and the content of the
report and proposed amendments or revisions to the Statement of Licensing
Policy be agreed.
2. The revised Statement of Licensing Policy be adopted for the period
2022 – 2027.
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Licensing Committee will be held on
Wednesday 27 April 2022.

CHAIR……………………………………..
DATE……………………………………….
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