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NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
At a virtual meeting of the Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 
(SACRE) on Wednesday, 3 February 2021 at 4.00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT 
 

Councillor. G. Renner-Thompson 
Chair, in the Chair. 

 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Crosby, B.  
  

 
TEACHER’S ASSOCIATIONS/UNIONS REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Nicholls, T. 

 

Walton, Mrs. S. 

 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Hudson, C. 

 

Rusby, P.W. 

 
REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER CHURCHES & FAITHS 

 
Khan, Ms. M. Miller, Dr. J. 
Marley, Rev. E.H. Van der Velde, Mrs. D. 

 
 

CO-OPTED REPRESENTATIVES  
 

Dearlove, S. 
 

 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
  
Cookson, D. 
 
Todd, Mrs. A. 

Commissioner for Secondary 
Education 
Democratic Services Officer 

Weir, Ms. C. RE Consultant 
 
 

 

57.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
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Apologies were received from Councillor D. Campbell, Councillor T.N. Thorne, Bhakti 
Rasa Adhikhara, Mrs. J. Cousin, Rev. J. Scott, Mrs. E. Bainbridge, A. Duffield, Ms. C. 
Naylor and Ms. M. Warrington. 
 
  

58. MINUTES 
    
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Standing Advisory Council on 
Religious Education held on 18 November 2020, as circulated, be confirmed as a 
true record and signed by the Chair. 

 
  
59. AN UPDATE OF CONTACTS WITH SCHOOLS AND TRAINING PROVISION 
 

Ms. C. Weir informed Members that contact with schools had been minimal during 
the COVID-19 lockdown.  However, contact was beginning to increase again.  One 
school had recently sought help to enable a newly appointed staff member to get up 
to speed on the RE curriculum and syllabus.  Also, the RE Consultant was using this 
quiet time to familiarise herself with the current RE syllabus, the work of the SACRE 
and begin preparations for Northumberland’s review of their agreed syllabus. 
 
A query was raised regarding RE and special needs and whether there was space to 
develop this area further.  It was agreed that the syllabus conference would be a 
perfect time to examine this point further.  It was also suggested there needed to be 
a theme within the conference to look at the wider world within RE and how to bring 
that to the forefront in schools, particularly those in the rural parts of the county.   
 
Members were made aware of Cumbria’s project called Virtual Voices in RE.  The 
project aimed to develop individual and authentic voices through the medium of film, 
both live and recorded, to provide meaningful dialogues on the unique and lived 
experiences of religion and worldviews. Following the success of the project it was to 
be rolled out to more schools in Cumbria and then hopefully nationally.  It was 
believed that once this work had taken place a Secondary Conference for the North 
would be arranged to discuss the outcomes of the project. 
 
Regarding online learning, Mr. D. Cookson provided the SACRE with an update 
concerning some of the broadband and IT difficulties being faced by schools.  It was 
reported that there were several initiatives taking place to ensure students all had the 
necessary software to access home learning.  Schools themselves, the DfE, the 
County Council, local businesses and the general public had all helped to try and 
ensure all children could access online schooling.  However, issues such as the 
demand for laptops, license agreements for equipment and broadband connectivity 
issues had all added to the complexity of the situation.  It was confirmed that there 
was still a short fall in suitable devices and stressed that phones and game consoles 
were not adequate for online learning. Work was ongoing to strive to provide every 
child with a suitable device and access to the internet for their online learning as 
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soon as possible.  SACRE members offered support and highlighted projects that 
they had been made aware of that could assist students.  A number of SACRE 
members worked within schools and advised of some of the challenges they had 
faced as well as positive examples of partnership working across the county to help 
enable students to access home learning.   
 
Members also commented on the lessons learnt from moving to online learning 
which could change the way schools delivered the curriculum in the future particularly 
regarding field work and school visits. 

 
RESOLVED that the report and information discussed be noted. 

  
  
60.  NORTHUMBERLAND SACRE NEWSLETTER  
  

(a)  Members received a copy of the 42nd issue of the Northumberland SACRE 
Newsletter, dated January 2021, that had been circulated to all schools 
and was published on the schools’ website (a copy of which has been filed with the 
signed minutes). 
 

RESOLVED that the newsletter be received, with thanks extended to those involved 
in its production.  
 

(b)  Consideration was given to the arrangements for the articles to be included in the 
next edition of the SACRE Newsletter, Issue No.43, for April 2021. 
 
It was suggested that any articles for the April 2021 newsletter be sent in the required 
format by the end of March for inclusion in the next edition. 
 
Reminder any copy documents in word format to be sent to Dave Cookson in the 
first instance for inclusion in the next edition of the SACRE newsletter – issue 
No.43 for April 2021.  
 

RESOLVED that the position be noted.  
  

  
61.  AGREED SYLLABUS UPDATE   
  
 Mr. D. Cookson updated the SACRE on the requirement to complete a review of the 

RE Agreed Syllabus.  Arrangements had begun to establish a working party which 
would meet to make recommendations to the Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC).   
The aim would be to have the new syllabus ready for teaching from September.   
 

It was reported that a number of teachers had asked if they could be involved in the 
review.  It was advised that there was no provision for practising teachers who were 
non-SACRE members to attend the ASC or that of co-opted SACRE members.  The 
SACRE welcomed the approach to widening the invite to include teachers and the 
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humanist representative to the ASC and felt that this could only benefit the review 
process.   
 
It was noted that a request had been made for Mr Dearlove to move from a non-
voting to voting member of the SACRE.  It was confirmed that this request was being 
looked into by officers.  
 
Regarding the newly approved Collective Worship Policy, it was thought that due to 
the current school lockdown the publication of the document should be put back until 
the start of the new school year.  The SACRE agreed with the approach and hoped 
by September all schools would be fully open and all pupils back in classrooms. 

  
RESOLVED that the information be noted. 

 
 

62.  STATUTORY ANNUAL NORTHUMBERLAND SACRE REPORT FOR 2019/20 
ACADEMIC YEAR  

  
Members of SACRE received a copy of the (draft) statutory annual report of 
Northumberland SACRE, for consideration and approval (Report filed with the signed 
minutes as Appendix A).  
 
It was noted that the format and layout of the report was set by NASACRE and had 
followed the same presentation as previous years. 

  
RESOLVED that the Annual Report of Northumberland SACRE be agreed. 
 

 
63. NORTHUMBERLAND SACRE ACTION PLAN JANUARY 2019 TO DECEMBER 

2021 
 

Members were requested to monitor the Northumberland SACRE Action Plan 
January 2019 to December 2021 (a copy of which has been filed with the signed 
minutes as Appendix B). 

 
RESOLVED that the position be noted. 

 

 
CHAIR: ____________________  
 
DATE:         _____________________  

 
  

 
 
 



 

Ch.’s Initials……… 

 

 Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education, 3 February 2021 5 

 
 


	PRESENT
	COUNCILLORS
	OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE

